
 

Appendix 18.4  

SABR - BOUNDARY TECHNICAL MAPPING UPDATES  

SUMMARY  
The Region has developed criteria to consider technical adjustments or changes to 
boundary mapping to better align Regional and Local urban area boundaries.  The 
purpose of this process is to correct technical mapping errors where there are 
discrepancies between Regional and Local urban area boundaries.   

The changes will be applied through a GIS-based mapping exercise. The resulting 
boundary layer will be applied in relevant schedules for the Niagara Official Plan when 
the final draft is presented.  

After the Niagara Official Plan is adopted, the technical changes made through this 
review will be supplied to the applicable local municipalities for use during their 
conformity exercise.  

This exercise is ongoing and involves input from local planning staff. Additional 
consultation with local planning staff will occur, as needed, until the exercise is 
complete. 

As a technical exercise to ensure alignment of boundaries, this process is separate to 
that of the Settlement Area Boundary Review (SABR) criteria. The exercise is being 
reported in this section as it deals with the urban area boundaries for which the Region 
has sole jurisdiction over.  

This technical adjustment process will not act in place of the SABR process (Appendix 
18.2), which outlines urban settlement expansion as it relates to growth management.  

This technical process may result in boundaries shifting for the addition or subtraction of 
certain lands, as outlined in the criteria. However, it is intended to be minor in nature 
and not result in a significant adjustment. Additionally, this technical change criteria is 
only being applied to the urban areas in Niagara. 

Once the process is complete, the Region will report on the outcome through the final 
draft of the Niagara Official Plan. 

PRINCIPLES 

The following principles have been applied to the technical mapping update exercise: 

• No new settlement areas are created.   

• The overall area of an urban area may be increased or decreased to satisfy the 
technical criteria as described in this document. An attempt is made to not 
remove lands with reasonable development potential.   
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• Boundaries along the Great Lake shorelines and the Niagara River have not 
been adjusted since these boundaries follow the shoreline, and may naturally 
adjust from time to time.   

CRITERIA 

1. Where urban area boundaries marginally exceed or fall short of a parcel 
boundary, a technical change will be applied by aligning the urban area boundary 
to the parcel line. 

 
2. Urban area boundaries will be extended in a case where an existing boundary 

splits a fully serviced developed parcel with limited additional development 
opportunity. The portion of the parcel outside of the urban area boundary will be 
incorporated into the urban area, if the size of the area is comparable or lesser in 
size to the parcel area within the boundary.  

 
3. Where the urban area boundary splits a parcel, and that parcel has a significant 

amount of land outside of the urban area boundary, the urban area boundary will 
be drawn to align with the rear parcel line of smaller adjacent lots within the 
urban area.  
 

4. Where adjacent parcel boundaries are not present to assist in defining the urban 
area boundary, the limit of existing development or associated planning approval 
(e.g. local municipal zoning, registered subdivision approval), will be retained as 
the definitive urban area boundary. If there are no existing developments or 
associated planning approvals within the area of boundary misalignment, and the 
Region’s existing boundary extends greater than the local boundary, the 
Region’s existing urban area boundary will be retained.  

 
5. Urban area boundaries may be adjusted to reduce the boundary, if the boundary 

follows the back of predominantly existing developed parcels and the lands that 
will be removed are likely not to be developed due to environmental constraints 
or are of a size and orientation/configuration that would not provide any new 
development opportunity.  
 

6. Where local Official Plan boundaries have been adjusted to add or remove 
individual parcels along the periphery of the urban area to account for the 
presence or absence of servicing infrastructure, the local urban area boundary 
will be used as the definitive boundary, subject to modifications to allow precise 
alignment with parcel boundaries.  
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The technical mapping update process and criteria provides regional and municipal staff 
with a guide to align urban area boundaries and resolve any existing mapping errors. 
This technical analysis should reduce future instances where misalignment may be 
brought into question. 
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