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1.0 Introduction  
The Niagara Region (the Region) is undertaking a Schedule ‘C’ Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) for improvements to Merritt Road and Rice Road 
as a result of proposed developments in the Town of Pelham, the City of Thorold, and 
the City of Welland. The purpose of this Class EA is to identify improvements to the two 
roadways to meet the future needs of the surrounding community for all road users. The 
study will address active transportation needs by providing dedicated pedestrian and 
cyclist infrastructure that is safe, attratctive, conforms to a complete streets approach, 
and compatible with the changing land use in the three local municipalities. This study is 
being conducted in accordance with the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act (EAA) 
requirements for a Schedule ‘C’ Project (Phases 1-4) as outlined in the Municipal 
Engineers Association’s Class EA document (Municipal Engineers Association, 2000 as 
amended in 2011 and 2015).  

This report documents the methods of distribution of Notice of Study Commencement 
and Notice of Public Information Centre #1, the purpose and content of PIC #1, and the 
comments received and responses provided by the Study Team. 

2.0 Study Contact List 
A Study Contact List was developed at the onset of the Study to identify contacts to 
distribute Study notifications. This list includes contacts from Indigenous Nations, 
Federal and Provincial Agencies, local Conservation Authority, various departments from 
the Niagara Region, the Town of Pelham, the City of Thorold, the City of Welland, utility 
companies, special interest groups, members of the public who expressed interest in the 
study and the area residents.  

The Study Contact List will be updated throughout the Study. Table 2-1 identifies the 
contact groups that are listed on the Study Contact List. Figure 2-1 shows the 
consultation study area and highlights the area properties for which addresses are 
included in the Study Contact List. 
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Table 2-1: Contact Groups on the Study Contact List 

Contact groups  

Indigenous Nations  

Six Nations of the Grand River Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs 
Council c/o Haudenosaunee 
Development Institute 

Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation  

Federal Agencies  

Transport Canada Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

Provincial Agencies  

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks 

Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry 

Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and 
Culture Industries 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs 

Ministry of Transportation 

Infrastructure Ontario  

Conservation Authority  

Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority  

Niagara Region  

Regional Clerk; Transportation Systems & 
Planning; Planning and Development 
Services; Transit; Water/Wastewater; 
Public Health 

Real Estate; Emergency Medical Services; 
Police Services; Active Transportation Sub 
Committee; Elected Officials 

Town of Pelham  
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Public Works; Planning & Development; 
Fire Services 

Active Transportation Committee; Elected 
Officials 

City of Thorold  

Engineering Division; Fire and Emergency 
Services 

Active Transportation Advisory 
Committee; Elected Officials 

City of Welland  

Planning; Development and Building 
Services; Engineering and Public Works 

Fire & Emergency Services; Elected 
Officials 

Utility Companies  

Niagara Peninsula Energy Inc. Bell Canada 

Cogeco Cable Rogers Communications Inc. 

Enbridge Gas Distribution Niagara Region Broadband Networks 

TransCanada Pipelines Hydro One Networks Inc. 

Special Interest Groups  

Niagara Regional Agricultural Society Ontario Federation of Agriculture 

District School Board of Niagara Niagara Catholic District School Board 

Welland Pelham Chamber of Commerce Greater Niagara Chamber of Commerce 

Merritt Meadows Rinaldi Homes Niagara Association of REALTORS 

Ontario Trucking Association Niagara College 
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Figure 2-1: Consultation Study Area for Area Residents  
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3.0 Notice of Study Commencement  
A Notice of Study Commencement was issued to introduce the Class EA Study and 
invite the public, Indigenous Nations, regulatory agencies and stakeholders to 
participate in the Study process. The notice was issued via the following means: 

 Table 3-1: Distribution Method for the Notice of Study Commencement 

Notice Distribution Method Date 

Posting on project webpage January 4, 2021 

Posting on Niagara Region’s Twitter and Facebook pages January 5, 2021 

Email circulation to Government Agencies, Emergency Services, 
Active Transportation Committees, Utility Companies and 
Special Interest Groups 

January 7, 2021 

Email circulation to Regional and municipal clerks for 
distribution to elected officials 

January 8, 2021 

Issued for mailout to the area residents (Figure 2-1) January 11, 2021 

Publication in Voice of Pelham January 13, 2021 

Publication in Niagara This Week, Welland Tribune and Thorold 
News 

January 14, 2021 

Email circulation to the Indigenous Nations (Mississaugas of the 
Credit First Nation, Six Nations of the Grand River, and 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs Council c/o 
Haudenosaunee Development Institute) 

January 14, 2021 

 
The Notice of Commencement is provided in Appendix A. 
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4.0 Notice of Public Information Centre #1 
A Notice of Public Information Centre #1 was issued to invite the public, Indigenous 
Nations, regulatory agencies and stakeholders to participate in the Public Information 
Centre #1. The notice was issued via following means: 

Table 4-1: Distribution Method for the Notice of Public Information Centre #1 

Notice Distribution Method Date 

Posting on project webpage March 2, 2021 

Posting on Niagara Region’s Facebook page March 2, 2021 

Email circulation to the Indigenous Nations (Mississaugas of the 
Credit First Nation, Six Nations of the Grand River, and 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs Council c/o 
Haudenosaunee Development Institute) 

March 5, 2021 

Issued for mailout to the area residents (Figure 2-1) March 10, 2021 

Email circulation to Government Agencies, Emergency Services, 
Active Transportation Committees, Utility Companies and 
Special Interest Groups 

March 11, 2021 

Email circulation to regional and municipal clerks for 
distribution to elected officials 

March 11, 2021 

Publication in Voice of Pelham March 10, 2021 

March 17, 2021 

Publication in Niagara This Week, Welland Tribune and Thorold 
News 

March 11, 2021 

March 18, 2021 

 
The Notice of Public Information Centre #1 is provided in Appendix B. 
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5.0 Online Public Information Centre #1 
As part of the Online Public Information Centre (PIC), an online meeting was held on 
March 24, 2021, which started at 6:00 p.m.. PIC #1 was held virtually in a meeting room 
through Microsoft Teams. The information materials and Virtual Consultation Platform 
for PIC#1 were posted online on the project webpage. Comments were invited at the 
online meeting and during a two-week period following the event (March 24 - April 7). 
The purpose of the PIC #1 was to:  

• Provide a summary of study background and the Municipal Class EA process; 

• Provide an overview of technical studies completed and planned; 

• Present the Problem and Opportunity(s);  

• Identify the constraints and opportunities; 

• Present the possible cross-sections; 

• Allow the public to provide input; 

• Enable the use of public feedback in the next stage of developing and evaluating 
potential alternative designs; and, 

• Identifying the next stage of the process. 

Online meeting attendees were encouraged to voice their comments during the 
meeting, or to email them to Study Team Members following the event. A total of 47 
attendees joined the online meeting. Following the online meeting, a recording of the 
event was also made available on project webpage. There was also an online comment 
form available on the project webpage which residents could fill out until April 7, 2021. 
The PIC #1 slides are provided in Appendix C.  

5.1 Summary of PIC #1 Comments and Study 
Team’s Responses 

As noted above, the PIC #1 participants were encouraged to provide feedback on the 
Study by submitting comments on via email, or through the online comment form. The 
deadline for comments was April 7, 2021. Seven members of the public voiced 
comments during the online meeting. Seven PIC participants submitted comments via 
the online comment form. The Study Team continued to receive comments via email 
after April 7, 2021. A total of six members of public had submitted comments via email 
at the time of preparation of this report (April 13, 2021). The comments received are 
provided in Appendix D.  
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A summary of key PIC #1 comments and Study Team’s responses is provided in 
Table 5-1. The comments received through PIC #1 were grouped by road segment and 
the content of comments was summarized. Please note that the comments provided in 
Table 5-1 do not reflect the exact wording, but instead provide a summary of those 
comments. 
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Table 5-1: Summary of PIC #1 Comments and Study Team's Responses 

Subject Summary of Comments Study Team Response 

Road Segment 1: Merritt Road 
between Rice Road (Regional Road 
54) and Cataract Road 

Does the extension of Merritt Road between Rice Road and Cataract Road 
need to happen? Could ‘No Segment 1’ be an option? This road extension is 
not needed. The existing parallel roads can handle the traffic. 

‘No Segment’ will be reviewed as an option among the others being put 
forward.  

 Who owns the land through which Segment 1 would be constructed?   Segment 1 is currently owned by the City of Thorold and the Town of Pelham. 

 Can the order of Segments 1, 2 and 3 be reversed? (Undertake 
improvements of Merritt Road from Highway 406 to Cataract Road first, then 
determine if the Merritt Road extension is justified)  

The numbering of the Segments has no bearing on the order in which any 
improvements were undertaken. 

 For Segment 1, will sidewalks be installed? The word possible was used.  The cross-section displayed in the presentation is just a possible option for the 
segment. Given the Regions mandate to provide active transportation, however, 
Segment 1 will almost certainly have some form of active transportation 
provided with provisions for pedestrians and cyclists.  

 In Section 1, will there be any water or sewer services installed for future 
residential developments? 

At this time, we cannot address this question. These services will depend on 
recommendations from the EA and the proposed and approved design. Upon 
completion of the designs and prior to construction we will be able to answer 
this. If services will be installed, we will work with Niagara Region to facilitate 
these changes.  

 Concerned about impacts of extension of Merritt Road (Segment 1) on 
Provincially Significant Wetlands and the natural environment. What 
mitigation measures might be taken to address impacts to the natural 
environment?   
 

The Study team will complete a Natural Environment Assessment to identify 
sensitive environmental features, wildlife and wildlife habitat and any species at 
risk. The Natural Environment Assessment will also identify potential impacts of 
the project on the environment and how those impacts can be 
avoided/mitigated. The Natural Environment Assessment will be completed in 
accordance with Niagara Region’s Environmental Impact Study Guidelines. The 
Study Team will complete this assessment in consultation with staff from 
Niagara Region’s Planning and Development Services and Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority.  

At this time, we are at an early stage in our Natural Environment Assessment 
and have not yet determined any mitigating measures. The mitigating measures 
would be identified based on the preferred option identified by the Study 
Team, in consultation with the Region of Niagara and the Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority. 
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Subject Summary of Comments Study Team Response 

 The PIC #1 slides show a two-lane road design for Segment 1, however, the 
recently completed (2020) City of Thorold Transportation Master Plan 
recommended that capacity improvements (widening) be undertaken on 
Merritt Road (to a four-lane cross section). Can you clarify if a four-lane 
cross-section being considered, just not shown, yet?   

A two-lane cross section was shown as a possible option for Segment 1. As 
noted, previous studies in this area (the City of Thorold’s Transportation Master 
Plan) have recommended a four-lane cross section. As part of this study, we will 
be analyzing future traffic conditions to determine whether a two-lane or four-
lane cross section is justified. 

 The PIC #1 slides mention a possible sidewalk in Segment 1. Why do you 
want to add a sidewalk through PSWs? Is residential development being 
anticipated? If destroyed PSWs are down-rated at a later date? 

Active transportation (walking/cycling) is a key component of this study. We will 
be recommending that the needs of pedestrian and cyclists be met along 
Segment 1, should it be determined that Segment 1 is being opened. 

Development of lands (i.e., residential development) adjacent to the Segment 1 
would be determined by the Town of Pelham (western portion) or the City of 
Thorold (eastern portion). We would suggest that you contact each of them 
regarding this specific question. 

 The Niagara Region is in the process of developing a Natural Heritage 
System through the new Niagara Official Plan. The Niagara Region needs to 
show its commitment to preserving Niagara's natural features.   

 The study area includes the following Regional Core Natural Heritage System 
(CNHS) features: 

• Provincially Significant Wetland 

• Significant Woodland 

• Life Science Area of Natural and Scientific Interest 

• Type 2 (Important) Fish Habitat 

The Regional Official Plan Policy 7.B.1.14 allows “essential public uses of a linear 
nature, including transportation routes, may be permitted within the Core 
Natural Heritage System or adjacent lands where an Environmental Assessment 
for the proposed use has been approved under Provincial or Federal 
legislation.”  

Based on the input received from the Niagara Region Planning and 
Development Services staff, the proposed works can be undertaken while 
protecting natural heritage features through the EA process, by evaluating all 
potential natural environmental impacts, identifying appropriate mitigation 
measures and complying within all other environmental protection 
requirements, including but not limited to potential Permits required by the 
Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority. 

Given the proximity of the intersection to the Core Natural Heritage features listed 
above, the alterative design concepts will recognize the sensitivity of the natural 
areas outlined above. Any future works will avoid negative impacts to the Port 
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Subject Summary of Comments Study Team Response 
Robinson Creek system wherever possible and consider enhancement of the 
features and associated buffers. 

 Would there be value in having a resting place along the multi-use path in 
Segment 1 to highlight some of the significant wetland features? Providing 
people with learning opportunities about the sensitivities of the 
environment encourages the future environmental behaviours. 

The Class EA Study will identify the recommended design for road 
improvements. Recommendations for streetscaping will be included in the 
preliminary design in Phase 3 of this study, including a possible resting place 
along the multi-use path, if deemed to be feasible. 

Road Segment 2: Merritt Road 
between Cataract Road and 
Merrittville Highway / Niagara Street 

Will Segment 2 (Merritt Road between Cataract Road and Merrittville 
Highway / Niagara Street) include storm infrastructure? There are some 
drainage concerns in this area already.  

There is a stormwater component in the technical studies which will be 
addressing this issue.  

 The road width in Segment 2 is very narrow. Car drivers speed down this 
roadway resulting in speed control measures (speed cushions). In the spring 
the ditches become very full with water creating a drowning hazard. If 
possible, an urban cross section with curbs, sidewalks and/or bike 
lane/multiuse path would be ideal. Many people use this section of roadway 
(e.g., parent driving their children to school and Niagara College students). 
Providing appropriate and divided use lanes would be ideal. Please consider 
pedestrian level lighting for facial recognition as well as tree coverage for 
sun protection in the summer.  

Various alternative design concepts will be developed and evaluated to identify 
a preferred design for road improvements. The preferred design will 
incorporate road safety, stormwater management, active transportation and 
pedestrian safety considerations. Recommendations for active transportation 
will be included in the preliminary design in Phase 3 of this study, i 

 

 

 

 

 

Road Segment 3: Merritt Road 
between Merrittville Highway / 
Niagara Street and Highway 406 

Any considerations of traffic lights into Merritt Meadows? The turn lane into 
Merritt Meadow both eastbound and westbound is a challenge, particularly 
when accessing from west to east.  

This has not yet been investigated but is something that could be explored 
further on in the project.  

 It is important to mention that Road Segment 3 helps connect 
neighbourhoods within the West Port Robinson Secondary plan. For 
example, it connects the neighbourhood on the east side of the Highway 
406 with the new neighbourhood to the south-west of the Highway 406, as 
well as the homes along Segment 2 of Merritt Road.  

Comment noted. 

 Segment 3 segment has high speed traffic exiting from the Highway 406. 
Other than the access to the neighbourhood on the south side of road, there 
are few points of interest along this segment which also encourages speed 
right up to the stop light at Woodlawn. Separated and protected bike lanes 
are necessary as well as pedestrian facilities. A multiuse path would be ideal. 
Thought should be given to people on bikes or who may be walking 

Various alternative design concepts will be developed and evaluated to identify 
a preferred design for road improvements. The preferred design will 
incorporate road safety, stormwater management, active transportation and 
pedestrian safety considerations. Recommendations for active transportation 
will be included in the preliminary design in Phase 3 of this study. 
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Subject Summary of Comments Study Team Response 
westward who would like to make a left into the new neighbourhood. The 
current west exit on from the highway is sweeping which makes it difficult 
for pedestrians to cross. This type of sweeping infrastructure creates a 
conflict zone. Consider working with the MTO to add in bike and walking 
facilities on the overpass. This will also help to connect the neighbourhoods 
on either side of the highway. 

Road Segment 4: Rice Road between 
200m north of Merritt Road and 
Quaker Road 

Can you provide insight to what intersection improvements may be 
expected at Rice Road and Quaker Road intersection? 

At this time, we are not at a point in the project where we can definitively say 
what improvements will be involved. The Rice and Quaker intersection will need 
to be signalized with dedicated turn lanes and road widened on approaches. 
These improvements will be part of a fulsome road analysis which will take 
place later in the assessment and will also keep in mind active transportation 
considerations.  

 What improvements could be dropped (and costs saved) on Segment 4 
(Rice Road), if Segment 1 were not built — i.e., with no 4-way intersection at 
Merritt Road?    

Cost implications will be one of the criteria we will use to evaluate the various 
options, which will include not constructing Segment 1. 

 What side of Rice Road will be used to widen the road approaching the turn 
onto Merritt Road? Concerned about potential property impacts.  

At this point in the study, it is too soon to address this aspect. The study team is 
confirming the need to widen Rice Road. Once a cross-section has been 
confirmed that will define how much ROW will be required and then the correct 
alignment for Rice Road can be assessed.  

If there is a need to widen Rice Rd, we will assess variations of widening on each 
side. It is unlikely that it will be a combination of widening on each side. These 
options will be presented at a later PIC. 

 Concerned that the proposed improvements will convert Merritt Road into a 
highway. This road is not suitable for thru traffic all the way from South 
Pelham to the Highway 406. This is a residential street. I understand that 
there is discussion about adding sidewalks and bike lanes but that should be 
done regardless.  

This study is building on the recommendations of the Niagara Region’s 
Transportation Master Plan (TMP) that was completed in 2017. The Study will 
aim to identify improvements to the two roadways to meet the future needs of 
the surrounding community for all road users. The Study will address active 
transportation needs by providing dedicated pedestrian and cyclist 
infrastructure that is safe, attractive, conform to a Complete Streets approach, 
and compatible with the changing land use in the three local municipalities. In 
parallel, the Town of Pelham will be addressing future needs on the section of 
Merritt Road west of Rice Road, including the need to accommodate active 
transportation. 

 There has been increased development along Rice Road in Segment 4. Build 
active transportation into the plans early to ensure connectivity. This would 
be an ideal location for a multiuse path. 

Various alternative design concepts will be developed and evaluated to identify 
a preferred design for road improvements. The preferred design will 
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Subject Summary of Comments Study Team Response 
incorporate road safety, stormwater management, active transportation and 
pedestrian safety considerations.  

 

Other / General Comments Merritt Road between Pelham Street & Rice Road is already dangerously 
narrow and cannot support increased traffic. Will these concerns be 
addressed before opening the Merritt Road connector and increasing the 
traffic to and from Pelham Rd? 

The study area ends at Rice Road and does not include this section of Merritt 
Road west of Rice. This section of the roadway is under the jurisdiction of the 
Town of Pelham who is aware of this concern and will consider this from their 
perspective to address the issue. 

Town Comment:  Merritt Road between Pelham Street and Rice Road will be 
reviewed by the Town of Pelham.  The Town has indicated that they are looking 
at a full urbanization of this section of roadway.   . 

 Has either the City or the Town identified to the Region whether they will be 
looking to open the unopened ROW between Quaker Road and Merritt 
Road on Rice Road in Stage 4?; Referenced Summerlea Avenue extension  

 

The Project Team is not aware of any plans to extend Summerlea Avenue to 
connect to Rice Road.  

 Through the Students on the Move research study, Niagara College students 
identified and photographed community requests for sidewalks along 
Quaker Road to the school. Although Quaker Road is not part of the EA 
consideration for the future connection of sidewalks and multiuse paths is 
important. Over time it could be anticipated at a fully connected multiuse 
path system will be developed for the area. 

Comment noted. 
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6.0 Next Steps 
Comments will be further reviewed by the Study Team and will inform the next phase of 
the Study. The project team will identify and evaluate alternative solutions to address 
the problem based on comments received. Preferred Solution will be presented to the 
public in PIC #2.
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Notice of Study Commencement  
Schedule ‘C’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment for 
Merritt Rd. (RR 37) and Rice Rd. (RR 54) in Pelham, Thorold 
and Welland 

The Study  

The Regional Municipality of Niagara (Niagara Region) has initiated an Environmental 
Assessment Study for improvements to Merritt Road and Rice Road as a result of 
proposed developments in the Town of Pelham, the City of Thorold and the City of 
Welland.   

  
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This study will build on the recommendations of the Niagara Region’s Transportation 
Master Plan (TMP), which included the following:  
  
• Extension of Merritt Road between Regional Road 54 (Rice Road) and Cataract 

Road;  
• Capacity improvements of Merritt Road from Cataract Road to Highway 406; and,  
• Capacity improvements to Regional Road 54 (Rice Road) from 200 meters north of 

Merritt Road to Quaker Road.  
  

The Study aims to reimagine the two roadways to meet the future needs of the 
surrounding community for all road users. The study will address active transportation 
needs by providing dedicated pedestrian and cyclist infrastructure that is safe, 
attractive, conform to a complete streets approach, and compatible with the changing 
land use in the three local municipalities.   

The Process  

The study is being carried out as a Schedule ‘C’ project in accordance with the 
requirements outlined in the Municipal Engineers Association (MEA) Municipal Class 
EA document (October 2000, as amended in 2007, 2011 & 2015), which is an 



 

approved process under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. Once the study is 
complete, an Environmental Study Report (ESR) will be prepared and available for 
public review and comment. A Notice of Completion will be issued at that stage.  

Public Comments Invited  

Consultation with the public, Indigenous Nations, regulatory agencies and stakeholders 
is a key element of the Class EA process. Project notifications will be issued at key 
milestones through advertisement in local newspapers, emails and mail outs to the 
contacts on the Study Mailing List. Three (3) Public Information Centres (PICs) 
(possibly in an online format) will be conducted to solicit public input. The PICs will 
provide an opportunity for the public to review the proposed alternative solutions and 
designs, as well as provide comments and discuss concerns and issues with the 
project team.  As the Study progresses and more information becomes available, it will 
be posted on the project webpage. 

COVID-19 

Niagara Region recognizes that this project is being carried out during uncertain times 
with respect to the Covid-19 pandemic. Niagara Region will take all necessary steps to 
ensure maintaining the health and safety of the public. Given the uncertainty of the 
pandemic, most of the future consultation and communications with the public will be 
online. As such, the project team is asking that if you would like to receive future 
notices via email, to please provide your email address to the Region Project 
Manager identified below. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact one of 
the project team members identified below:  
   
Maged Elmadhoon, M.Eng., P.Eng. 
Manager, Transportation Planning 
Niagara Region 
1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way,   
Thorold, ON L2V 4Y6  
Phone: 905-980-6000 ext. 3583  
Maged.Elmadhoon@niagararegion.ca  

Jeff Suggett, M. Sc. 
Consultant Project Manager 
Wood Environment &  
Infrastructure Solutions 
3450 Harvester Road, Suite 100,  
Burlington, ON L7N 3W5  

 Telephone:  905-380-3601  
 Jeff.Suggett@woodplc.com  

 

Notice First Issued: January 4, 2021.  

Information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will 
become part of the public record. 

https://niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-37/default.aspx
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Some $2000 directed to 
Pelham Cares coffers

PUBLIC NOTICE

niagararegion.ca  /niagararegion
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.  @niagararegion

The Regional Municipality of Niagara (Niagara Region) has initiated an 
Environmental Assessment Study for improvements to Merritt Road and 
Rice Road. The Study aims to reimagine the two roadways to meet the future 
needs of the surrounding community for all road users. The study will address 
active transportation needs by providing dedicated pedestrian and cyclist 
infrastructure that is safe, attractive, conform to a complete streets approach, 
and compatible with the changing land use in three local municipalities, the 
Town of Pelham, the City of Thorold and the City of Welland.

Consultation with the public, Indigenous Nations, regulatory agencies and 
stakeholders is a key element of the Class EA process. Project notifi cations 
will be issued at key milestones through advertisement in local newspapers, 
emails and mail outs to the contacts on the Study Mailing List.  As the Study 
progresses and more information becomes available, it will be posted on the 
project webpage: niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-37

Niagara Region recognizes that this project is being carried out during 
uncertain times with respect to the Covid-19 pandemic. Niagara Region will 
take all necessary steps to ensure maintaining the health and safety of the 
public. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact one of the project 
team members.

Personal information collected or submitted in writing at public meetings 
will be collected, used and disclosed by members of Regional Council and 
Regional staff in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA). 

The written submissions including names, contact information and reports of 
the public meeting will be made available.  Questions should be referred to the 
Privacy Offi ce at 905-980-6000, ext. 3779 or FOI@niagararegion.ca

If you require any accommodations for a disability in order to attend 
and participate in meetings or events, please let us know in advance so 
that arrangements can be made in a timely manner. Please contact the 
Accessibility Advisory Coordinator at 905-980-6000 ext. 3252 or 
accessibility@niagararegion.ca

Maged Elmadhoon, M.Eng., P.Eng.
Manager, Transportation Planning
Niagara Region
1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, 
Thorold, ON L2V 4Y6
Phone: 905-980-6000 ext. 3583
Maged.Elmadhoon@niagararegion.ca

Jeff Suggett, M. Sc.
Consultant Project Manager
Wood Environment & Infrastructure Solutions
3450 Harvester Road, Suite 100, 
Burlington, ON L7N 3W5
Telephone:  905-380-3601
Jeff.Suggett@woodplc.com

Notice First Issued: Jan. 14, 2021

Notice of Study Commencement: Schedule ‘C’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment
for Regional Road 37 (Merritt Road) and Regional Road 54 (Rice Road), in the Town of Pelham, 
City of Thorold and City of Welland

There are a number of homes on 
Timber Creek Crescent with trucks 
parked in the driveway. But the 
Dodge 1500 at number 48 is some-
thing special.

Brad Saplywy and his ten-
year-old son, Brayden, spent 
seven hours attaching 5000 LED 
multi-coloured lights to the ve-
hicle with Gorilla tape, and are 
driving it around Niagara as a mo-
bile Christmas light show, with a 
fundraising angle.

“I'm only running 108 watts for 
all 5000 lights, because the LEDs 
don’t draw much power,” said 
Brad. “But it’s best to have the 
engine running, or the lights will 
drain the battery pretty quickly.”

A resident of Fonthill for ten 
years but originally from Thunder 
Bay, Saplywy usually returns to 
the Lakehead for Christmas with 
his family, but the COVID lock-
down put the freeze on to those 
plans this year. He and his spouse, 
Lucianna, encouraged Brayden to 
come up with an idea to spread 
some local seasonal cheer, and the 
result was a glowing truck tribute 
Brayden named the “JoyMaker.”

“People are really sad this year 
because of the pandemic and the 
lockdown, and they can't see their 
families,” said Brayden. “So I de-
cided to call our lit-up truck the 

JoyMaker, because it brings hap-
piness to people that see it.”

The reaction was immediate.
“On the inaugural drive with the 

lights attached, we hadn’t gone a 
block before other cars were honk-
ing and waving out their windows 
and giving us a thumbs up,” said 
Brad.

They decided to drop in on a 
few families that night to offer a 
socially-distanced Merry Christ-
mas. One friend suggested that 
local businesses join forces to of-
fer a prize package draw to people 
who took a photo of the JoyMak-
er, and tagged it to their Face-
book pages. The concept took on a 
charitable flair, as it was decided 
that people would be required to 
make a donation to Pelham Cares 
before sharing their picture of the 
truck online.

The idea went viral overnight, 
and donations flooded in. Over 
the next few nights, the JoyMak-
er truck was driven around town, 
and parked in Pelham shopping 
plazas to promote the cause. 

“The first two nights we did 
just over $1000, said Brad. “It's 
been hard because of the gov-
ernment’s COVID restrictions…a 
lot of businesses are closed, and 
we can’t solicit donations in pub-

lic, so we've been posting on our 
Facebook pages where we're go-
ing.”

On Christmas Eve, the Saply-
wys visited long-term care homes 
in the area, in the hope of bring-
ing some joy to the elderly. 

“We called ahead to the Wood-
lands of Sunset on Pelham Street, 
and the charge nurse brought all 
the residents to the windows,” 
said Brad. “When they saw the 

truck, they were all waving and 
clapping to show their apprecia-
tion. Brayden, my wife, and I had 
tears in our eyes, as they touched 
our hearts too.”

By the end, the father-son 
team raised $2000, not including 
non-perishable food items that 
were donated as well. Melissa 
Harker, of Fonthill, won a $725 
gift basket of items donated by 
local businesses.

Truck lights up for 
seasonal fundraiser

BY DON RICKERS 
Voice Correspondent

Brad Saplywy and his son Brayden with their “JoyMaker.”           DON RICKERS

When they saw the truck, 
they were all waving and 

clapping to show their 
appreciation
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Notice of Online Public Information Centre #1 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment for 
Merritt Rd. (RR 37) and Rice Rd. (RR 54) in 
Pelham, Thorold and Welland  
The Study 
Niagara Region is undertaking an Environmental Assessment (EA) Study for 
improvements to Merritt Road and Rice Road as a result of proposed developments in 
the Town of Pelham, the City of Thorold and the City of Welland. 

 
This study will build on the recommendations of the Niagara Region’s Transportation 
Master Plan (TMP), which included the following:  

• Extension of Merritt Road between Regional Road 54 (Rice Road) and Cataract 
Road;  

• Capacity improvements of Merritt Road from Cataract Road to Highway 406; 
and,  

• Capacity improvements to Regional Road 54 (Rice Road) from 200 meters north 
of Merritt Road to Quaker Road.  
 

The Study will aim to identify improvements to the two roadways to meet the future 
needs of the surrounding community for all road users. The study will address active 
transportation needs by providing dedicated pedestrian and cyclist infrastructure that is 
safe, attractive, conform to a complete streets approach, and compatible with the 
changing land use in the three local municipalities. 
 



     

The process 
The study is being carried out as a Schedule ‘C’ project in accordance with the 
requirements of the Municipal Class EA process, which is an approved process under 
the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. This study will address the requirements of 
Phases 1 to 4 of the Municipal Class EA process. Once the study is complete, an 
Environmental Study Report will be prepared and available for public review and 
comment. A Notice of Completion will be issued at that stage. 

You are invited to participate 
Consultation with the public, Indigenous Nations, regulatory agencies and stakeholders 
is a key element of the Class EA process. Three (3) Public Information Centers will be 
conducted throughout this study to solicit public input. At this time, the Niagara Region 
is planning to host the Public Information Centre (PIC) #1. The purpose of the first PIC 
is to share information about the project background, Class EA Study process, the 
problem to be addressed by this study, and obtain preliminary input from the public for 
consideration into the Study process. The PIC #1 will be held in an online format. You 
can participate in this PIC by attending an online presentation and/or by viewing 
information materials on Wood’s Virtual Consultation Platform. 
 
Online Presentation: The Study Team will deliver an online presentation on 
March 24, 2021, starting at 6:00 pm. There will be an opportunity at the end of the 
presentation to ask any questions or submit comments. Please email 
mir.talpur@woodplc.com (Mir Talpur, Environmental Planner) to receive an invite to 
the online presentation. 
 
Virtual Consultation Platform: Information materials related to the Online PIC #1 will 
be available on Wood’s Consultation Platform on project webpage starting March 24, 
2021 and comments will be received until April 7, 2021.  
 

Stay Connected 
If you would like to receive future notices via email, or if you have any questions or 
comments, please contact one of the Study Team Members identified below: 
 
Maged Elmadhoon, M.Eng., P.Eng. 
Manager, Transportation Planning 
Niagara Region 
905-980-6000 ext. 3583 
Maged.Elmadhoon@niagararegion.ca  

Jeff Suggett, M. Sc. 
Consultant Project Manager 
Wood Environment & Infrastructure Solutions 
905-380-3601 
Jeff.Suggett@woodplc.com  

 
Information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will 
become part of the public record. 
 

mailto:mir.talpur@woodplc.com
https://niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-37
mailto:Maged.Elmadhoon@niagararegion.ca
mailto:Jeff.Suggett@woodplc.com
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                ANOTHER ROUND 
by JOHN PICCOLO 

D
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BY
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Sad success: The transformation of Eldrick into Tiger 

B
efore I watched the recent 
HBO documentary, "Tiger," 
on Eldrick Tont Woods (his 
given name; “Tiger” is the 

nickname of a friend of his dad’s, 
which was transferred to the cho-
sen one) I’m thinking, what more 
is there to know about this guy and 
where are they going to get their 
information? It was unauthorized, 
and Tiger and his current team 
played no part in the making of it. 

Well there was a lot more to know, 
and, it turns out, there are many out 
there who knew Woods or his fam-
ily very well at one time who were 
as willing to talk about Tiger as the 
current team is unwilling. It seems 
the man and the family aren’t par-
ticularly good at breaking up. 

I feel a parent’s goal should be to 
give their children the best chance 
to find out who they are, and what 
they want to do, in a supportive en-
vironment. Not everyone has the 
same time or financial resources 
to devote to this undertaking, but 
within your capabilities, strive for 

this. You cannot let what you want 
your child to be or what your child 
can do for you (or the rest of the 
world) get in the way of job one. The 
documentary on Tiger Woods was 
fascinating because it revealed how 
overwhelmed he was by the world 
that he, his parents, and his team 
had created. Earl wanted his son to 
be the most dominant golfer in the 
history of the planet and, because 
he was black, then use that plat-
form to change the world. Stomp 
his competition on the course and 
then stamp out racism and privilege 
off of it. 

Earl spent two tours of duty 
in Vietnam risking his life for a 
country that was beating and de-
humanizing its black populations 
in the south while he was away. 
When he returned there were still 
golf courses he couldn’t play and 
hotels at which he could not stay. 
Through the game of golf Earl was 
determined his son could and would 
change all that. 

Was it good for Tiger to focus 

on golf at the expense of all oth-
er sports? The results may say yes 
but what does it do to a six-year-
old who wants to play little league 
like the other kids in his school but 
can’t even muster the courage to 
ask? How does he ever figure out 
how to be a good teammate? How 
to show support for others and deal 
with winning and losing together? 
It’s great when you can say your 
dad is also your coach and your best 
friend, but he shouldn’t be your 
only friend. You need to hang with 
some of your own. We don’t live this 
world in isolation so you shouldn’t 
be growing up in isolation. 

When you're the parents of one of 
the most talented 18-year-olds in 
the world and he has finally found 
that one person he can be at peace 
with, one person who knows and 
loves him for who he is and not 
what he does, you don’t force her 
out of his life with a letter because 
she might interfere with “the plan.” 
You have to let your kid decide when 
he wants to be Tiger, and when he 

wants to be Eldrick. It can be devas-
tating to a parent who was training 
a full-blooded Tiger and got part of 
an Eldrick, but it can be more dev-
astating yet for the Eldrick who is 
being held captive as a Tiger. 

As much as Tiger was set up 
to succeed on the course he was 
equally set up to fail off of it. It was 
painful to watch scenes of Tiger in 
those massive crowds of people who 
all wanted a piece of him mutter-
ing “F*** me” under his breath. 
The look of despair when forced to 
sit on Oprah’s couch so the world 
could learn more about “the real 
Tiger.” When he tried to break out 
of his shell and hang in Vegas with 
Michael Jordan, Charles Barkley and 
the gang, he had no idea what to say 
and do. All these people and wom-
en fawning all over him and he was 
just lost. Michael’s advice? “Tell 
them, ‘I’m Tiger Woods.’” This ap-
parently is all you say when talking 
to a woman who wants desperately 
to “get to know you better.” 

Thanks for the advice, Michael, 

but off the course he wasn’t Tiger, 
he was Eldrick. The high school kid 
who was one of the best golfers on 
the planet but didn’t have a friend 
in class. 

The people who spoke in this 
documentary did not come across 
as angry at Tiger for being pushed 
out of his life. They were his coach 
growing up who was embarrassed 
by his (and Earl’s) constant wom-
anizing—this was Tiger’s exposure 
as to how married men acted. There 
was a family friend who was open 
and honest about many things good 
and bad. His girlfriend, who was 
dumped by letter (she still has it), 
who still seems to genuinely care 
about the lovely boy, dancing like a 
goofball, she knew so many years 
before.  Steve Williams, who went to 
golf war with Woods as caddie lon-
ger than anyone else, was very open 
about their relationship (and still 
a bit angry). More than anything 
what came across was a sadness for 

See TIGER Page 14 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Notice of Online Public Information Centre #1, Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
for Merritt Road (Regional Road 37) and Rice Road (Regional Road 54) in Pelham, Thorold and Welland 

The Regional Municipality of Niagara (Niagara Region) is undertaking an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) Study for improvements to Merritt Road and Rice 
Road as a result of proposed developments in the Town of Pelham, the City of Thorold 
and the City of Welland (please see the Study Area map below). The Study will aim to 
identify improvements to the two roadways to meet the future needs of the surrounding 
community for all road users. The study will address active transportation needs by 
providing dedicated pedestrian and cyclist infrastructure that is safe, attractive, conform 
to a complete streets approach, and compatible with the changing land use in the three 
local municipalities. 

This study is being carried out as a Schedule ‘C’ project in accordance with the 
requirements of the Municipal Class EA process. The study will address the 
requirements of Class EA Phases 1 to 4. 

The Niagara Region is planning to host the Public Information Centre (PIC) #1 for 
this study. The purpose of the first PIC is to share information about the project 
background, Class EA Study process, the problem to be addressed by this study, 
and obtain preliminary input from the public for consideration into the Study process. 

The PIC #1 will be held in an online format. 
There are two ways to participate in this PIC: 

• Online Presentation: The Study Team will deliver an online presentation 
on March 24, 2021, starting at 6 p.m. There will be an opportunity at the 
end of the presentation to ask any questions or submit comments. Please 
email mir.talpur@woodplc.com (Mir Talpur, Environmental Planner) to 
receive an invite to the online presentation. 

• Virtual Consultation Platform: Information materials related to this PIC 
will be available on Wood’s Consultation Platform on project webpage starting 
March 24, 2021 and comments will be received until April 7, 2021. The project 
webpage is niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-37. 

If you would like to receive future notices via email, or if you have any questions or 
comments, please contact one of the Study Team Members identified below: 

Maged Elmadhoon, M.Eng., P.Eng. Jeff Suggett, M. Sc. 
Manager, Transportation Planning Consultant Project Manager 
Niagara Region Wood Environment & Infrastructure Solutions 
905-980-6000 ext. 3583 905-380-3601 
maged.elmadhoon@niagararegion.ca jeff.suggett@woodplc.com 

Personal information collected or submitted in writing at public meetings will be 
collected, used and disclosed by members of Regional Council and Regional staff in 
accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act (MFIPPA). The written submissions including names, contact information and 
reports of the public meeting will be made available.  Questions should be referred to 
the Privacy Office at 905-980-6000, ext. 3779 or FOI@niagararegion.ca. 

If you require any accommodations for a disability in order to attend and participate in 
meetings or events, please let us know in advance so that arrangements can be made 
in a timely manner. Please contact the Accessibility Advisory Coordinator at 
905-980-6000 ext. 3252 or accessibility@niagararegion.ca. 

Notice first issued in the newspaper on March 11, 2021. 

 /niagararegion niagararegion.ca  @niagararegion 

SWEET THOUGHTS 
NEW SPRING FASHIONS ARE HERE! 

Come in and check out our new gift ideas. 
We are fully stocked now for Easter chocolate and Spring Fashion. 
Don’t forget to place your orders early! Easter Baskets available! 
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram! www.sweetthoughts.ca 

Tues-Thurs, 8 AM - 5 PM |  Fri, 9 AM - 5 PM | Sat 10 AM - 2 PM 
(905) 892-9891 

Check out our DIY Easter kits on Instagram 
310 Canboro Rd. at Effingham, Ridgeville 

www.sweetthoughts.ca
https://niagararegion.ca
mailto:accessibility@niagararegion.ca
mailto:FOI@niagararegion.ca
mailto:jeff.suggett@woodplc.com
mailto:maged.elmadhoon@niagararegion.ca
mailto:mir.talpur@woodplc.com
www.thevoiceofpelham.ca
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Portable sawmill service.
 I will come to your home or farm and custom mill your logs. 

Firewood & lumber also available. Call Rob Patterson, 
905-401-4948,  

riverwood@primus.ca

CUSTOM MILL

ALLTYPE MASONRY
Brick, Block, Stone and Chimney repairs. 

Wet and damaged basement repairs.
Phone Tom Deamude at 289-241-4767.

35 years of construction experience. 

MASONRY REPAIR
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CLASSIFIEDSCOMMUNITY Events

Burke’s Masonry
Bricklaying, tuckpointing, 

step repair, granite 
coatings, brick slices 
905-682-7061.    P18-28

Excavating contractor. 
Water, sewer upgrades, 
foundation repair, water 
proofing, drainage systems, 
quarry stone supply, place-
ment. 905-384-1972.  P18-23

Josh DeHaan Flooring
“For all your flooring needs”

We offer in-stock specials:

pre-finished hardwood 
flooring solid, engineered 
from $2/ft2

laminate flooring from 
$.89/ft2

carpet and vinyl flooring 
from $4.95/yd2

fibre flooring from $1/ft2

ceramic tile from $.89/ft2

...and other specials!

Call us to see the products 
that are available & visit our 

showroom.

Phone:  905-892-7898
Fax:  905-892-4811 
No Sunday Calls, Please

•

•

•

•
•

TF

Services

PLACE YOUR

GARAGE 
SALE 

AD WITH US!

VINYL INTO
CASH!

START TO 

“TURN”
YOUR

Garage Sales

7 SPRUCESIDE CRESENT 
FONTHILL. Christmas 
items, crafts, household, 
clothes and more, very rea-
sonable, SATURDAY AUG. 
30, 8AM-3PM             P18-27

Yard & Shed MOVING 
SALE, Large collection 
of Christmas and holiday 
decorations and household 
items, SAT. AUG. 30, 8AM-
1PM 625 METLER RD, 
NORTH PELHAM       P18-23

why not 

CALL...
905.892.8690

PAPER ROUTES AVAILABLE
PANCAKE,PICKWICK • 97 PAPERS

BERKWOOD, BEECHNUT, KATHY, VISTA, 
DEVERARDO (SOUTH)• 96 PAPERS

BROCK, DONAHUGH,SHALDANE,
PETRONELLA • 109 PAPERS

CONTACT THE VOICE AT

905.892.8690
email: office@thevoiceofpelham.ca

LOOK FOR EXTRA COPIES
 AT THESE FINE AREA 

BUSINESSES.
FONTHILL 
E. L. Crossley 
Churchill Natural Meats
Shoppers Drug Mart
Fonthill Library
Town of Pelham
Cafe on Main
Beamer’s Pro Hardware
Sobey’s
McDonald’s
Fonthill Legion
Tim Hortons
Semenuk’s
Pic’s
Klagers

Keith’s Restaurant
Target Store
Pennzoil Quick Lube
Lazy Loon
Pharmasave
Avondale Store

FENWICK
Avondale Store
Fenwick Sub Shop
Golden Grill
Devries  Fruit Farm
Ridderikhoff Meats

NEW ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES 
to reach your market coming soon.

Watch for early previews of our 
NEW, EXCITING WEBSITE. 

Follow us on Twitter, 
Like us on Facebook.

PELHAM LIBRARY’S COMPUTER CLINIC
“One-to-One Help” with a volunteer tech tutor. Get help with web browsing, 
webmail account set-up, e-books, social media, editing and sharing your 
photos and more. Includes use of laptop or BYOG (bring your own gadget). 
Saturdays 12:30 – 3:30. Register and pay ahead in person. $5.00 per 1/2 
hour. Visit www.pelhamlibrary.on.ca or call 905-892-6443 for more details.

FONTHILL BANDSHELL PRESENTS DE TEMPS ANTAN
Since 2003, Éric Beaudry, André Brunet and Pierre-Luc Dupuis have 
been exploring and performing time-honoured melodies from the stomp-
ing grounds of Quebec’s musical past. Using fiddle, accordion, harmonica, 
guitar, bouzouki and a number of other instruments, our three virtuosos 
blend boundless energy with the unmistakable joie de vivre found only in 
traditional Quebec music. Show runs from 7-9 p.m.

PELHAM LIBRARY CARD MAKING WORKSHOP
Make six cards with fall themes, learning a variety of techniques. Materials 
are provided. At time of registration, please enquire about tools needed. 
Tues., Sept. 16 10 – 12:30. $10. Please register ahead. Visit www.pelham-
library.on.ca or call 905-892-6443 for more details.

FABULOUS FENWICK LIONS FISH FRY
Tasty treats with funds heading straight back into the community. Haddock, 
french fries and much more. Runs Sept. 9 from 4-7 p.m.

PELHAM MINOR HOCKEY EQUIPMENT SALE
Buy, sell or trade used equipment at the Pelham Arena. Aimed to provide 
cheaper options for players in this upcoming season. Runs Sept. 6 from 
9-12 in the morning.

PELHAM MUDFEST
Men and women will be back in the mud as the second run on the year is 
held at Bissil’s Hideaway. 

NIAGARA REGIONAL EXHIBITION
Rodeo, games and live entertainment headline this years exciting event. It 
runs from Sept. 11-14 at the Welland Fairgrounds.

BIG MOVE CANCER RIDE
The Big Move Cancer Ride is a non-competitive ride taking place on Sept. 
7. Proceeds for the Big Move stay in Niagara and support the Walker Fam-
ily Cancer Centre. 

WALKING CLUB
Interested in walking in Pelham?  Join them Tuesdays at the Pelham Arena 
from 9-10 am and Thursdays at Fonthill Bandshell for 9-10:30 am.  There 
is no fee for this program.  For more information, please contact jcook@
pelham.ca or call 905 892-2607, ext 329.

HAMPER DAY FOR PELHAM CARES
Purchase fresh fruit and vegetables at the Market or bring a non-perishable 
food item to fill the hampers at the Pelham Farmers Market on Sept. 4.

COMMUNITY Events
Event Submissions Standards
If your organization is hosting an event that would be of interest to the community, 
you may submit an events profile by sending your community events information to 
editor@thevoiceofpelham.ca Some restrictions apply. Event submissions that meet 
the acceptability standards of The Voice of Pelham will then be posted until the date 
of your event. The Community Events Calendar is updated weekly. Please provide 
as much notice and information as possible including the date, time and description 
of your event. The Voice of Pelham reserves the right to edit for space.

FLOORING

FOR SALE
Titleist T-400 Irons, 5 Through Pitching Wedge. Senior Flex-Graphite 
Shafts. Played 8 Rounds only. Paid $1800. Asking $1200. 905-325-
4151

CLASSIFIEDS PLACE YOUR AD BY EMAIL OR PHONE
office@thevoiceofpelham.ca

Hours: Mon-Thurs, 8 AM - 2 PM (905) 892-8690

Place these ads for free! 30 words + photo
• Birth announcements • 50th and greater wedding
 anniversaries • 90, 95, 100-plus birthday announcements

Putting on an event?

Tell the town!
Community Event 

Classified ads are available 
in blocks of 30 words for 

$10 incl. HST.
Thanks for supporting your 

Voice!
office@thevoiceofpelham.ca

(905)892-8690

Community 
Events Listings
4

HELP WANTED
SPRING CLEANING FOR AMPUTEE, Contact:  905-892-3866

Ham Supper—Fonthill Lions – Sunday March 28, 4pm to 6pm.
$17.50/meal including HST. Ham and all trimmings plus 
dessert. Preorder, prepay at fonthilllions.ca or by e-transfer
or credit card 289 – 684 – 1240.

HAM SUPPER

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Taylormade M2 19 Degree 3 Hybrid-Regular Shaft. 
Taylormade M4 25 Degree 5 Hybrid-Regular Shaft. Both with head 
covers-excellent condition. $200 for both.  905-325-4151

minister recently approved construction of 
a huge glass manufacturing plant, much to 
the consternation of many local residents. 
And MZOs are not subject to appeal.

MZOs were conceived as a way of dealing 
with issues in remote areas without much 
development and few governing mecha-
nisms. However, they are now being used 
more frequently to shortcut public involve-
ment in planning decisions. This does dam-

age to the planning system described in this 
brief that goes to great lengths to invite 
public involvement. 

Giverin and Conteh’s work gives a good 
picture of how the system should work and 
how residents and businesses can partici-
pate in the process. We should be vigilant 
to maintain this system and avoid shortcuts 
that speed up the decision-making process 
at the cost good public participation. ◆ 

David Siegel is Emeritus Professor of Political 
Science, Brock University.

SIEGEL
continued from previous page

to the Official Plan. This 
non-conformity with the 
Official Plan is itself suf-
ficient reason for the tri-
bunal to conclude that the 
consent should not be ap-
proved.”

While the residents of the 
adjoining and neighbouring 
properties are happy with 
the result of this drawn-
out process, they are ex-
pressing their dismay over 
the apparent conflict be-
tween what the residents 
of the Town clearly want, 
supported by the Town’s 
own committee, and what 
the Planning Department 
continued to recommend.  
Neighbour Foster Zanutto, 
in a letter to Councillor John 
Wink, made available to the 
Voice, said, “It bothers me… 
that the Planning Depart-
ment seems to be so out of 
touch with the wishes and 
visions of the council, the 

Committee of Adjustment 
and its citizens, and when 
advised by any of these 
bodies that maybe they 
should revise their position 
after hearing from others, 
they refuse to change and 
in fact they ‘double down’ 
on their erroneous original 
position.”  

Zanutto’s opinion was 
echoed by another neigh-
bourhood resident, Ted Ga-
lotta.  “Although we should 
feel relief that 20 Alan did 
not pass, we should take this 
opportunity to highlight the 
poor direction this planning 
department is taking.”  

Mayor Junkin down-
played any conflict be-
tween the Town and its 
Planning Department.

“Where council has acted 
against a staff recommen-
dation [and] that staff is 
then summoned by the de-
veloper to testify on their 
behalf before LPAT, this is 
a common occurrence.”

The Director of Plan-
ning and Development, 

Barb Wiens, noted that the 
Planning Department can-
not simply make decisions 
based on the desires of the 
Town’s citizens, since it is 
constrained by the restric-
tions imposed by Provin-
cial, Regional, and Town 
of Pelham policies, bylaws, 
and regulations. 

“Staff’s role is to pro-
vide objective profession-
al planning opinion to the 
authorities making deci-
sions on land use planning 
matters and in this case 
that was to the Commit-
tee of Adjustment initial-
ly, and then to the LPAT 
at the LPAT hearing, due 
to receiving a summons to 
attend the hearing. Staff’s 
professional opinion is 
based on existing planning 
policies and Planning Act 
requirements.”

Both the Mayor and 
Councillor Wink noted that 
time still remains in the 
30-day appeal period, so 
this saga may yet turn into 
an epic.

REJECTED
continued from Page 9

PUBLIC NOTICE

niagararegion.ca  /niagararegion
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.  @niagararegion

The Regional Municipality of Niagara (Niagara Region) is undertaking an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) Study for improvements to Merritt Road and Rice 
Road as a result of proposed developments in the Town of Pelham, the City of Thorold 
and the City of Welland (please see the Study Area map below). The Study will aim to 
identify improvements to the two roadways to meet the future needs of the surrounding 
community for all road users. The study will address active transportation needs by 
providing dedicated pedestrian and cyclist infrastructure that is safe, attractive, conform 
to a complete streets approach, and compatible with the changing land use in the three 
local municipalities. 

This study is being carried out as a Schedule ‘C’ project in accordance with the 
requirements of the Municipal Class EA process. The study will address the 
requirements of Class EA Phases 1 to 4. 

The Niagara Region is planning to host the Public Information Centre (PIC) #1 for 
this study. The purpose of the fi rst PIC is to share information about the project 
background, Class EA Study process, the problem to be addressed by this study, 
and obtain preliminary input from the public for consideration into the Study process. 

The PIC #1 will be held in an online format. 
There are two ways to participate in this PIC:

• Online Presentation: The Study Team will deliver an online presentation 
on March 24, 2021, starting at 6 p.m. There will be an opportunity at the 
end of the presentation to ask any questions or submit comments. Please 
email mir.talpur@woodplc.com (Mir Talpur, Environmental Planner) to 
receive an invite to the online presentation. 

• Virtual Consultation Platform: Information materials related to this PIC 
will be available on Wood’s Consultation Platform on project webpage starting 
March 24, 2021 and comments will be received until April 7, 2021. The project 
webpage is niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-37.

If you would like to receive future notices via email, or if you have any questions or 
comments, please contact one of the Study Team Members identifi ed below:

Personal information collected or submitted in writing at public meetings will be 
collected, used and disclosed by members of Regional Council and Regional staff in 
accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act (MFIPPA). The written submissions including names, contact information and 
reports of the public meeting will be made available.  Questions should be referred to 
the Privacy Offi ce at 905-980-6000, ext. 3779 or FOI@niagararegion.ca.

If you require any accommodations for a disability in order to attend and participate in 
meetings or events, please let us know in advance so that arrangements can be made 
in a timely manner. Please contact the Accessibility Advisory Coordinator at 
905-980-6000 ext. 3252 or accessibility@niagararegion.ca.

Notice fi rst issued in the newspaper on March 11, 2021.

Notice of Online Public Information Centre #1, Municipal Class Environmental Assessment
for Merritt Road (Regional Road 37) and Rice Road (Regional Road 54) in Pelham, Thorold and Welland

Jeff Suggett, M. Sc.
Consultant Project Manager
Wood Environment & Infrastructure Solutions
905-380-3601
jeff.suggett@woodplc.com

Maged Elmadhoon, M.Eng., P.Eng.
Manager, Transportation Planning
Niagara Region
905-980-6000 ext. 3583
maged.elmadhoon@niagararegion.ca

FOR SALE
4 – 16” Snow Tires, MotoMaster Winter Edge

Purchased new Oct 25/19-Paid $520.00
Take off car Mar 20/20. Will sell for $275.00 firm.

John – 905-892-1572

TIRES FOR SALE



 

 

Appendix C:  
PIC#1 Presentation Slides   
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Moving roads forward



Welcome to the Online Public Information Centre #1

Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment Study for Merritt Road and 
Rice Road in Pelham, Thorold and Welland

March 24, 2021 

(Live Presentation 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM)



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDHousekeeping Items

▪ When joining the online meeting, the attendees will be muted. We request you to please turn off your 
camera.

▪ There will be an opportunity at the end of the presentation to ask any questions or submit 
comments. Please use the chat function to type in your questions/comments or click on “Raise 
hand”.

▪ This presentation is being recorded and will be posted on the project webpage.
▪ In case if you would like to submit your feedback later, the presentation materials and an online 

comment form are available on the project webpage: https://niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-
road-37/default.aspx

https://niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-37/default.aspx


STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDPresentation Outline

▪ Introductions
▪ Study Overview
▪ Overview of Road Segments 
▪ Municipal Class EA Process & Study Timeline 
▪ Provincial, Regional and Local Policies
▪ Class EA Phase 1 – Problem or Opportunity
▪ Constraints and Opportunities
▪ Technical Studies to be Completed
▪ Possible Cross-sections for the Road Segments 
▪ How to Get Involved in this Study and Next Steps
▪ Questions?



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDIntroductions

Niagara Region Wood Environment and Infrastructure Solutions

Maged Elmadhoon, M.Eng., P.Eng.
Manager, Transportation Planning

Jeff Suggett, M. Sc.
Project Manager

Sulaf Alkarawi
Associate Director, Transportation Planning 

John McGill, P.Eng., PTOE, RSP
Project Advisor

Mir Ahsan Talpur, M.Env.Sc., EP
Environmental Planner 



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDStudy Overview

Building upon the recommendations of the 2017 Niagara 
Region Transportation Master Plan, this study will propose 
improvements and active transportation facilities to the 
following segments of Merritt Road and Rice Road:
• Segment 1 – Merritt Road between Rice Road and 

Cataract Road
• Segment 2 – Merritt Road between Cataract Road and 

Merrittville Highway / Niagara Street
• Segment 3 – Merritt Road between Merrittville Highway / 

Niagara Street and Highway 406
• Segment 4 – Rice Road between Merritt Road and Quaker 

Road

1 2 3

4

The Niagara Region has initiated an environmental assessment study for improvements to Merritt Road and Rice Road as a 
result of proposed developments in the Town of Pelham, the City of Thorold and the City of Welland. The study is being carried 
out as a Schedule ‘C’ project in accordance with the requirements of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process 
(Class EA). This study will address the requirements of Phases 1 to 4 of the Class EA process. 



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDRoad Segments 1 & 2 

Segment 1 – Merritt Road between Rice Road (Regional Road 54) and Cataract Road

▪ This segment functions as an unopened road allowance 
between Rice Road and Cataract Road. 

▪ It is located within the Town of Pelham and City of Thorold 
and spans an approximate distance of 800m.

▪ It was identified for new road construction along with 
active transportation facilities.

Segment 2 – Merritt Road between Cataract Road and Merrittville Highway (Regional Road 50)/Niagara Street
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Imagery Source: ESRI Imagery

▪ This segment functions as a two-lane, rural, local, 
undivided roadway with a posted speed limit of 50km/h. 

▪ It is located entirely within City of Thorold and spans an 
approximate distance of 800m.

▪ It was identified for improvements along with active 
transportation facilities.



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDRoad Segments 3 & 4 

Segment 3 – Merritt Road (Regional Road 37) between Merrittville 
Highway (Regional Road 50)/Niagara Street and Highway 406

▪ This segment functions as a two-lane, rural, arterial, undivided 
roadway with a posted speed limit of 60km/h. 

▪ It is located within the City of Thorold and spans an approximate 
distance of 1.80km. 

▪ This segment was identified for improvements along with active 
transportation facilities.

M
er

ri
tt

vi
ll

e 
H

ig
hw

ay

Imagery Source: ESRI Imagery

N
ia

ga
ra

 
S

tr
ee

t

Segment 4 – Rice Road (Regional Road 54) between 
200m north of Merritt Road and Quaker Road

▪ This segment functions as a 
two-lane, rural, collector, 
undivided roadway with a 
posted speed limit of 50 km/h. 

▪ It is located in the Town of 
Pelham and the City of Welland
and spans an approximate 
distance of 1.20km. 

▪ This segment was identified for 
improvements along with 
active transportation facilities.

Merritt Road

Quaker Road



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDMunicipal Class EA Process & Timeline

PHASE 1

▪ Notice of study 
commencement 

▪ Problem or 
opportunity 
statement 

▪ Public Information 
Centre #1 

Winter 2021

PHASE 2

▪ Inventory natural, 
social and economic 
exiting conditions

▪ Identify and 
evaluate alternative 
solutions

▪ Identify preferred 
solution

▪ Public Information 
Centre #2

Spring 2021

PHASE 3

▪ Inventory natural, 
social and economic 
exiting conditions

▪ Identify and 
evaluate alternative 
design concepts for 
preferred solution 

▪ Identify preferred 
design concept

▪ Public Information 
Centre #3

Summer 2021

PHASE 4

▪ Document Study 
process and findings 
in Environmental 
Study Report (ESR)

▪ Notice of Study 
Completion

▪ Place ESR on public 
record for a 
minimum of 30-day 
review period

Fall 2021 / Winter 2022

PHASE 5 

▪ Proceed to the 
detailed design and 
construction of the 
project

▪ Monitor 
environmental 
provisions and 
commitments 

TBD

WE ARE HERE



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDConsultation Process

Consultation with the public is a key element of the Class EA process. Public will 
be invited to participate at various planned points of contact throughout this 
study. Given the uncertainty associated with the pandemic, most of the future 
consultation and communications with the public will be completed in a virtual 
format. In addition to the public, the following groups will be consulted 
throughout the study:
▪ Indigenous Nations
▪ Provincial Government Agencies (for example, Ministry of the Environment, 

Conservation and Parks)
▪ Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority 
▪ Various staff and elected officials from the Niagara Region, the Town of 

Pelham, and the City of Thorold and the City of Welland
▪ Emergency Services
▪ Active Transportation Committees
▪ Utility Companies 
▪ Special Interest Groups (for example, agricultural society)

Points of Public Contact 

Notice of Study Commencement

Notice of Public Information Centre #1

Public Information Centre #1

Notice of Public Information Centre #2

Public Information Centre #2

Notice of Public Information Centre #3

Public Information Centre #3

Notice of Study Completion

Environmental Study Report



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDProvincial Planning Policies

Provincial Policy Statement (2020)

The Provincial Policy Statement 
(2020) provides policy direction on 
the matters of provincial interest 
related to land use planning and 
development. 

Growth Plan (2020)

The Growth Plan for the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe (2020) contains 
specific policies and directions 
regarding transportation 
infrastructure, land use planning, 
urban form, housing, natural 
heritage and resource protection 
to be considered by municipalities 
in their planning activities. 

This study is consistent with the relevant policies of the Provincial Policy Statement (2020) and the Growth Plan for the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe (2020). The study aims to propose transportation improvements while addressing/minimizing impacts on 
natural, cultural heritage and archaeological resources.



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDRegional Planning Policies

Niagara Region Transportation 
Master Plan (2017)

The Niagara Region Transportation 
Master Plan (2017) is a strategic 
planning document that sets out 
an action plan to address future 
transportation needs through 
pedestrian and cycling facilities, 
transit, and an integrated network 
of roads and highways. 

The Niagara Region Official Plan 
(2014)

The Niagara Region Official Plan 
(2014) contains objectives, policies 
and mapping that implement the 
Niagara Region's approach to 
managing growth, growing the 
economy, protecting the natural 
environment, resources and 
agricultural land, and providing 
necessary infrastructure. 

The need for the proposed road improvements were identified within the Niagara Region Transportation Master Plan (2017). The 
Study is consistent with the relevant objectives and policies of the Niagara Region Official Plan (2014), as it aims to propose 
transportation improvements while addressing/minimizing impacts on natural, cultural heritage and archaeological resources.



Local Planning Policies - City of Thorold

Transportation Master Plan (2020)

The recently completed (2020) City of Thorold Transportation Master Plan recommended that capacity 
improvements (widening) be undertaken on Merritt Road (to a four-lane cross section). Segment 2
(Merritt Road from Cataract Road to Merrittville Highway) is to be transferred to the Niagara Region, 
and the extension of Merritt Road between Cataract Road and Rice Road is to be constructed 
(Segment 1). A multi-use pathway is recommended along the entire length of Merritt Road within the 
City of Thorold (including the newly constructed section).



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDLocal Planning Policies - City of Thorold 

Port Robinson West Secondary Plan

The Port Robinson West Secondary Plan 
sets out the land-use and transportation 
structure and associated policies for the 
secondary plan area. This area includes 
lands roughly bounded by Port Robinson 
Road to the north, the Thorold-Welland
border to the south, the Pelham-Thorold 
border to the west and the Welland Canal to 
the east. Direction will be sought from the 
Port Robinson West Urban Design guidelines 
for the proposed improvements for 
Segments 1, 2 and 3.



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDLocal Planning Policies - Town of Pelham

East Fonthill Secondary Plan 

The East Fonthill Secondary Plan provides land-use and transportation framework 
and associated policies for the secondary plan area. This area includes lands 
bounded by Rice Road (Regional Road 54) to the east, Steve Bauer Trail to the west, 
Regional Road 20 to the north and the Pelham-Welland border to the south. 
Direction will be sought from East Fonthill Secondary Plan Area Urban Design 
Guidelines for the proposed improvements for Segment 4 - Rice Road (Regional 
Road 54) between Merritt Road and Quaker Road.



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDLocal Planning Policies - City of Welland

Northwest Welland Secondary Plan

Northwest Welland Secondary Plan was recently 
completed, which is intended to accommodate future 
urban growth within the City and along a portion of 
Segment 4. The Northwest Welland Secondary Plan Area 
is generally bound by the City of Welland border with the 
Town of Pelham and the City of Thorold to the north, the 
Niagara College Welland Campus to the south, the rear lot 
lines of properties abutting Niagara Street to the east, and 
Line Avenue and Clare Avenue to the west. Once 
approved, this plan will propose land-use and 
transportation framework and associated policies for the 
secondary plan area.



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDClass EA Phase 1: Problem or Opportunity 

Problem / Need Identification Opportunity

The need for the proposed improvements was 
identified through the following documents:
• The Niagara Region’s Transportation Master 

Plan; 
• The Town of Pelham’s East Fonthill Secondary 

Plan; 
• The City of Thorold’s Port Robinson Secondary 

Plan; and 
• The City of Welland’s Northwest Welland

Secondary Plan. 

The Niagara Region is committed to creating a 
safe, integrated and environmentally 
sustainable network of cycling and pedestrian 
facilities, transit, and roads. The Niagara Region 
is taking this opportunity to improve Merritt 
Road and Rice Road in the Town of Pelham, City 
of Thorold and City of Welland in order to: 
• Address transportation capacity issues  
• Address active transportation connectivity 

issues
• Address Complete Street theme



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDExisting and Future Right-of-Way Widths
The existing and future right-of-way widths for the four road segments are identified in the table below:

Road Segment Existing Right-of-Way 
Width

Future Right-of-Way 
Width

Segment 1:
Merritt Road between Rice Road (Regional Road 54) and Cataract Road

~20m 26m1

Segment 2: 

Merritt Road between Cataract Road and Merrittville Highway / Niagara 

Street

~20m -

Segment 3:

Merritt Road between Merrittville Highway / Niagara Street and Highway 406

~30m 35m2

Segment 4: 

Rice Road between 200m north of Merritt Road and Quaker Road

~20m 26.2m2

1 City of Thorold Official Plan (2016)

2 Identified in Niagara Region Official Plan (2014)



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDConstraints and Opportunities – Segment 1

Constraints

This unopened road allowance passes through 
Provincially Significant Wetland, Significant 
Woodland and Fish Habitat. In addition, there are 
low-voltage utility poles located along the north 
side of the road allowance. 

Opportunities 

In order to maintain adequate clear zone to the 
utility poles, there is an opportunity to provide a 
multi-use pathway between the utility poles and the 
proposed travel lanes.

Data Source: Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority
Imagery Source: ESRI Imagery
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STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDConstraints and Opportunities – Segment 2

Constraints

There are residential homes along the north side of 
this segment near the west end, and Provincially 
Significant Wetlands and Woodlands to the northeast 
and south. The section has narrow gravel shoulders, 
ditches and no active transportation facilities are 
provided. The existing travel lane widths are 
narrower than desirable for a Regional road. Trees 
on the south side represent a fixed object hazard.

Opportunities 

There are opportunities to widen the travel lanes to 
meet Regional standards, provide active 
transportation facilities and eliminate fixed object 
hazards by the clearing and grubbing of trees.

Data Source: Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority
Imagery Source: ESRI Imagery
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STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDConstraints and Opportunities – Segment 3

Constraints

There are Provincially Significant Wetlands and 
Woodlands to the north and south of this segment. 
There is also a subdivision to the south (Merritt 
Meadows). There are limited active transportation 
facilities (paved shoulder for cyclists only). 

Opportunities 

The need to widen this section to four lanes is being 
investigated. There are opportunities to make the 
signalized intersection at the west end pedestrian 
friendly. As traffic volumes increase in the future, a 
buffer between cyclists and the adjacent travel 
lanes or a separate multi-use pathway will be 
considered. 

Data Source: Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority
Imagery Source: ESRI Imagery
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STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDConstraints and Opportunities – Segment 4

Constraints

Lands on the east and west side of the roadway are 
a mixture of residential development (Rosewood 
Crescent subdivision), some residential homes 
directly fronting onto Rice Road and some vacant 
lands. The roadway has narrow gravel shoulders, 
ditches and no active transportation facilities. There 
are also utility poles on both sides.

Opportunities 

The need to widen this section to four lanes is being 
investigated. There are opportunities to explore 
different options for active transportation (either 
sidewalks, bicycle lanes and/or a multi-use 
pathway).

Data Source: Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority
Imagery Source: ESRI Imagery

Merritt Road

Quaker Road



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDTechnical Studies
Following studies will be completed as part of this Class EA Study:

A Transportation Assessment will be completed to examine existing and future transportation needs and will identify road 
improvements (e.g., number of lanes, alignment, etc.). An Active Transportation Plan will also be developed by applying Complete
Street Design concepts to identify desirable active transportation facilities. 

A Natural Environmental Assessment will be completed to understand existing natural environmental conditions within the Study
Area, identify project’s potential impacts on the natural environment and propose mitigation measures. 

A Socio-Economic Review will be completed to identify existing land uses within the Study Area. This review will inform the 
evaluation of the alternatives processes. 

A Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment will be completed to identify any archaeological sites/areas of archaeological potential 
within the Study Area and propose next steps / mitigation measures.

A Cultural Heritage Assessment will be completed to identify any protected and potential built heritage resources and cultural 
heritage landscapes within the Study Area and propose mitigation measures.

A Stormwater Management Assessment will be completed to develop existing drainage conditions using hydrologic / hydraulic 
model and propose stormwater management measures for the proposed road improvements.

A Health Impact Assessment will be completed by the Niagara Region to identify and mitigate potential negative health impacts of
the project and maximize potential positive health impacts. This assessment will complement the Class EA Study process.



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDSegment 1 - Possible Cross-section

Based on the Niagara Region’s Complete Streets 
Design Guidelines (2017) a possible cross-section for 
this segment would include the following rural 
elements with a 26.0 metre right of way width:
▪ Two lanes of vehicle traffic
▪ Paved shoulder for bicyclists on each side of 

roadway*
▪ Possible sidewalk on one side

* Guidance in a new Complete Street Design Manual 
(currently underway) is to separate bicycle lanes 
from the vehicular traffic lanes. 



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDSegment 2 - Possible Cross-section

Based on the Niagara Region’s Complete Streets Design Guidelines 
(2017) a possible cross-section for this segment would include the 
following Urban General (Narrow) elements with a 20.0 metre right 
of way width:
▪ Two lanes of vehicle traffic 
▪ Bicycle lanes on each side of roadway*
▪ Separated pedestrian sidewalks on each side

* Guidance in a new Complete Street Design Manual (currently 
underway) is to separate bicycle lanes from the vehicular traffic 
lanes. 



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDSegment 3 - Possible Cross-section

Based on the Niagara Region’s Complete 
Streets Design Guidelines (2017) a possible 
cross-section for this segment would 
include the following Rural elements with a 
36.0 metre right of way width:
▪ Four lanes of vehicle traffic
▪ Painted median to act as barrier
▪ Rumble strips to separate paved 

shoulder from roadway
▪ Possible sidewalk on south side



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDSegment 4 - Possible Cross-section

Based on the Niagara Region’s Complete Streets Design 
Guidelines (2017) a possible cross-section for this segment 
would include the following Main Street elements with a 
26.0 metre right of way width:
▪ Four travel lanes proposed instead of two travel lanes 

with on-street parking
▪ Separated bicycle lanes on each side of roadway
▪ Separated sidewalks on each side of roadway



STUDIES TO BE COMPELTEDGetting involved in this study and next steps

Review presentation slides on the virtual 
consultation platform / project web page.

Submit any questions, comments or suggestions 
for consideration using the online comment 
form on the project webpage.

Request to be added to the Study Contact List to 
receive Study notices for future points of 
consultation.

Visit project website for updates: 
https://niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-
road-37

Attend future Public Information Centres

Following the Public Information Centre (PIC), the Study Team 
will complete the following:

Develop a PIC Summary to document results of 
this PIC.

Initiate studies to collect existing condition 
information for natural, socio-economic and 
cultural environment.

Develop and evaluate alternative solutions to 
identify a preliminary preferred solution

Host PIC #2 to present the evaluation of 
alternatives process and the preliminary 
preferred solution 

https://niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-37


Questions?

Your feedback will be important to us. Your comments will be reviewed and considered, as the Study progresses. To submit 
questions/comments/suggestions, please use the online comment form available on the project webpage or contact one of 
the following Study Team Members:

Maged Elmadhoon, M.Eng., P.Eng.
Manager, Transportation Planning
Niagara Region
1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, 
Thorold, ON L2V 4Y6
Phone: 905-980-6000 (E. 3583)
Email: Maged.Elmadhoon@niagararegion.ca

Jeff Suggett, M. Sc.
Consultant Project Manager
Wood Environment & Infrastructure Solutions
3450 Harvester Road, Suite 100, 
Burlington, ON L7N 3W5
Phone:  905-380-3601
Email: Jeff.Suggett@woodplc.com

Please copy: Mir Talpur, Environmental Planner 
Mir.Talpur@woodplc.com

mailto:Maged.Elmadhoon@niagararegion.ca
mailto:Jeff.Suggett@woodplc.com
mailto:Mir.Talpur@woodplc.com


 

 

Appendix D:  
PIC #1 Comments Received 



                        

           
   

        

 

                                             
       

                           
      

                       
                   

                         
             

                      
                   

              
                       
                      

                     
                     

                  
            

                         
                        

                        
                         

                     
                        

   
                    

          
                

                      
                      

      

  

                     
                          

                       
                      

                          
                      

                        
                            

             

                            
                            
                 

                              
                            
                              

                               
                           
                            

                               
             

                          
                         

                         
         

       

Public Information Centre #1 Comments - Municipal Class Environmental Assessment for Merritt Rd. (RR 37) and Rice Rd. (RR 54) in Pelham, Thorold and Welland 

Comments about the Problem / Opportunity Statement Comments about the constraints and/or opportunities 

Preference of active 

transportation 

infrastructure 

Multi-use trail; 

Do you have any additional comments or questions? 

Sidewalk; 

The road is not needed. The roads running parallel can handle the traffic. Because of the PSWs, the land adjacent cannot be 

developed. 
The problems and opportunities identified on slide 17 are clear. I think it is also important to mention that this road segment helps 

to connect neighbourhoods within the West Port Robinson Secondary plan; for example it connects the neighbourhood on the east 
side of the 406 highway with the new neighbourhood to the south-west of the 406, as well as the homes along section 2 of Merritt 
Road and it will connect to the neighbourhood in Section 4 of the study. 

The PSWs would be greatly compromised if this connection were built. The long-term ecological services provided by the PSWs far out-
weigh any benefit the road could provide. 
Segment 1 - Thought/question - never having walked along the unopened road segment, would there be value in having a resting place 

along the multi-use path to highlight some of the significant wetland features? Providing people with learning opportunities about the 

sensitivities of the environment encourages the future environmental behaviours we would like to see. 
Segment 2 - Observations of this road: the road widths is very narrow; car drivers speed down this roadway resulting in speed control 
measures (speed cushions); in the spring the ditches become very full with water creating a drowning hazard; the forested land to the 

south of the roadway often becomes quite water saturated. Comments: If possible, an urban cross section with curbs, sidewalks and/or 
bikelane/multiuse path would be ideal. Many people use this section of roadway (e.g. parent driving their children to school and Niagara 

College students) Providing appropriate and divided use lanes would be ideal. Please consider pedestrian level lighting for facial 
recognition as well as tree coverage for sun protection in the summer. 
Segment 3 - This segment has high speed traffic exiting from the 406. Other than the access to the neighbourhood on the south side of 
road there are few points of interest along this section which also encourages speed right up to the stop light at Woodlawn. Separated and 

protected bike lanes are necessary as well as pedestrian facilities. A multiuse path would be ideal. Thought should be given to people on 

bikes or who may be walking westward who would like to make a left into the new neighbourhood. The current west exit on from the 

highway is sweeping which makes it difficult for pedestrians to cross. This type of sweeping infrastructure creates a conflict zone. Consider 
working with the MTO to add in bike and walking facilities on the overpass. This will also help to connect the neighbourhoods on either 
side of the highway. 
Segment 4 - Along Rice Road there has been increased development. Build active transportation into the plans early to ensure 

connectivity. This would be an ideal location for a multiuse path. 
Other considerations: Through the Students on the Move research study, Niagara College students identified and photographed 

community requests for sidewalks along Quaker Road to the school. Although Quaker Road is not part of the EA consideration for the 

future connection of sidewalks and multiuse paths is important. Over time it could be anticipated at a fully connected mutliuse path system 

will be developed for the area. 

Sidewalk; 

Sidewalk;Bike Lane;Multi-use 

trail; 

The Region is working on a natural heritage system. The Region needs to show its commitment to preserving Niagara's natural features. Longer term planning is 

needed for the sake of future generations. 

I am extremely disappointed that the region is considering the merritt rd expansion. This will undoubtedly turn merritt rd into a 

highway. This rd is not suitable for thru traffic all the way from South Pelham to the 406. There are no stop signs even where the 

Steve Bauer trail crosses Merritt. This is a residential street and many families with Children live on it. I understand that there is 

discussion about adding sidewalks and bike lanes but that should be done regardless. It makes me sick to think that every vacant 
piece of land in Niagara is being viewed as some place that should have a road running through it or a sub division built on it. 
Fonthill is especially becoming a place where people don't want to live. This road expansion is just more evidence that niagara loves 

roads and buildings, not nature and people. The fields where animals and birds live. We are running out of wild spaces and for once 

it would be nice if someone at the region would just leave it alone! If you care at all about the people (and wildlife) who live in this 

area please stop building roads and buildings and start focusing on a little conservation. 

I am very interested in continuing to get any hard copy and electronic notifications moving forward. It appears that my property will be quite impacted by the future 

road improvement due to my property being located at the southwest corner of Rice Road and Merritt which means my property will be impacted not only by any 

road improvement along Rice Road but also by any improvement that will be apparently required at the intersection. 

There is also a bit of history affecting my property resulting from a previous Niagara Region project (Rice Road Trunk Sanitary Sewer) in the past which I would like to 

inform you of. A component of that project the Town on Pelham had coordinated approval from the Niagara Region to allow all sanitary laterals be provided to the 

existing Pelham residence on the west side of Rice Road (the east side of Rice Road is under the jurisdiction of City of Thorold and is outside the urban area 

boundary). There was an error in the design drawings that missed a sanitary lateral to service my house. I was notified by the Region that it was an error because the 

design engineer wrongfully assumed the house fronted on Merritt Road because the driveway entrance is off the side road but the house faces Rice Road. I was 

assured at the time that there will be another opportunity to have this lateral installed which appears to be now under the construction phase of this project while 

these road improvements are made. I just wanted to bring this up to make the project team aware that I will be strongly pursuing this now and request the Region to 

install the lateral that was admiringly missed during the region's trunk sanitary sewer construction. 

I was the fellow concerned about access to Merritt Meadows from Merritt Rd.Currently,access is great going east to west,as there is a turn lane.Coming from the 

west,the “turn lane” is non existent and drivers behind the turning vehicle are looking(without success) to get past.This is a head on collision waiting to occur. 

With the proposed 4 lanes,and a painted separation strip,west bound vehicles turning into Eastman Gateway will need to cross the separation strip plus 2 lanes.Speed 

limit is posted at 60,but is not adhered nor enforced. 

This intersection will be safer with traffic lights. 



                        

           
   

        

                  
                   
                       

                        
         

                    
      

                  
                     

        
               

                     
                  

                    
                      

             
                       
                

                     
     

                   
                     
     

       
           
                             

  
                            
                             

                       
   

                          
  

                   
                           

     

                               
                              

  
                 

                     

     
                           

                          
   

                                 
                                   
                  

                            
                               

                            
                  

                               
                   

                          
                               
                        

             

                             
             

Public Information Centre #1 Comments - Municipal Class Environmental Assessment for Merritt Rd. (RR 37) and Rice Rd. (RR 54) in Pelham, Thorold and Welland 

Comments about the Problem / Opportunity Statement Comments about the constraints and/or opportunities 

Preference of active 

transportation 

infrastructure 

Do you have any additional comments or questions? 

Here we go again - Niagara's transportation department proposing a roadway in contradiction to the Region’s supposed attempts 

to protect the environment going forward – another case of pave is vs save it, aptly named “Moving Roads Forward.” 
In what amounts to a local mini Hwy 413m the proposed extension of Merritt Rd. between Rice Rd. (Regional Rd 54) and Cataract 
Rd. runs straight through Provincially Significant Wetland (PSW) – in order to save a minute or two driving time vs either of the two 

existing parallel roadways (Port Robinson Rd. and Quaker Rd). 
Spare the cost of the environmental assessment/impact studies. Common sense tells us, paving a 26m swath severing a PSW will 
cause profound, irreparable, and permanent destruction. 
This same Regional transportation department has also been doggedly pushing for years (repeated and ongoing attempts, in spite 

of public and municipal objection) to build a ‘parallel’ road through Irish Grove in Grimsby – the largest remaining patch of 
Carolinian forest between the escarpment and Lake Ontario. 
Neither road is necessary, both are a disgraceful waste of natural resources and tax dollars. 
How is it that Niagara’s transportation planning could be so out of touch with the Region’s current ongoing plans (and massive 

public input) to create a Natural Heritage System (NHS), combat climate change, and realize science-based benefits of PSWs? 

The argument that this is “building upon the recommendations of the 2017 Niagara Region Transportation Master Plan” is no excuse 

for proceeding. It denies lessons learned since then: When we know better, we should do better. It also ignores the ‘consider the 

source’ factor: That plan was masterminded during a proven-corrupt period in Niagara politics. 
“The Study is consistent with the relevant objectives and policies of the Niagara Region Official Plan (2014)” – but that plan did not 
even include a Natural Heritage System (NHS). So it ”aims to propose transportation improvements while addressing/minimizing 

impacts…” on natural resources not even identified back then, and not fully addressed even yet, in terms of protection within the 

(still-in-the-works) Official Plan’s NHS component. 
PSWs (plus Significant Woodland and Fish Habitat within Segment 1) should be protected vs listed as” Constraints” in “Moving 

Roads Forward.” I submit (7) questions out of earnest concern – with considerable thought and sincere hope Segment 1 of this 

project will NOT move forward. 

1. Could "No Segment 1" be an option? 

2. Who OWNS the land through which Segment 1 would be constructed? 

3. Why not reverse the order of Segments 1, 2 and 3? (Undertake improvements of Merritt from 406 to Cataract Rd. first – then determine if the Cataract-Rice Rd. 
extension is justified.) 
4. What improvements could be dropped (and costs saved) on Segment 4 (Rice Rd.), if Segment 1 were not built – i.e. with no 4-way intersection at Merritt? 

5. A 2-lane road design (only) is shown for Segment 1, “located within the Town of Pelham and City of Thorold.” BUT “The recently completed (2020) City of Thorold 

Transportation Master Plan recommended that capacity improvements (widening) be undertaken on Merritt Road (to a four-lane cross section).” So is a 4-lane being 

considered, just not shown…yet? 

6. Segment 1 mentions “Possible sidewalk on one side” – through a PSW – why? Is residential development being anticipated…if destroyed PSW is down-rated at a 

later date? 

7. ”A Natural Environmental Assessment will…identify project’s potential impacts on the natural environment and propose mitigation measures.” What mitigation 

measures do you have in mind to propose for a roadway + multi-use path + (possible) sidewalk through a PSW? [Biodiversity Offsetting of PSWs is supposedly not 
being included in Niagara’s NHS.] 

I was going through my notes from the Public meeting of 24 Mar 2021. I was wondering if we had any data for traffic volumes for the project including the Pelham 

portion of Merritt. The assumption is being commonly made that the project will greatly reduce traffic on Highway 20. I am not convinced of that: I think the whole 

area grow. 
Do you think that the Region could take on our portion of Merritt? It is pretty narrow. 

In the virtual presentation, staff and the consultant identified segment 1 of the study as Provincially Significant Wetland and Significant Woodlands. 

My key concerns are as follows: 
1. This area has been identified as PSW and significant woodlands. The PSW and Significant Woodlands designations should be a full stop and there should be no 

further money allotted to consideration of degradation of the site. Running a main road through such an area will have both immediate and long term, cumulative 

impacts to the system. 
2. The optics for the Region, which is currently developing a Natural Heritage Strategy, are as bad as it gets. The Region’s credibility is at risk if its ok for the Region to 

pave over wetlands yet citizens are told not to disturb them. “Do as I say, not as I do” does not go over well with anyone and there should be a level playing field. This 

road is not special, so justifications of the sort which was provided in the open house fall flat. 
3. The road is identified as being considered to address ‘future needs’ and is not currently needed. Port Robinson Road and Quaker Road both run parallel to this 

road allowance and are in close proximity so addition of this segment of road is not needed. I use Port Robinson multiple times a day and that road is nowhere near 
capacity. It would also be useful to understand why this idea is being brought forward now. While understanding that this type of initiative can have a long planning 

timeline one also has to consider whether the current provincial approach has a part to play in the timing. 
4. During the Q&A session it was revealed that the Town of Pelham plans on full build out in this section once the road is in. Cumulative degradation of the natural 
systems is inevitable once this area is opened up, it will be significant, and it won’t be possible to mitigate. 
5. Though I understand that this is a preliminary study, cost estimates have not been provided which would assist in populating a cost/benefit analysis. They should 

be. Even in preliminary stages there can be an educated guess as to how much it would cost to install a raised 2 lane road, with associated bike lanes and sidewalks, 
with multiple culverts and/or bridges, over a 800m distance and that information should be made available. Don’t forget the gray infrastructure costs, sewer and 

water. Oh, and some estimates of annual operating costs would be useful as well. 

We have enough roads, we don’t have enough wetlands and forests. Segment 1 of the study should not be considered to be developed as a road and should be 

dropped from the study. Please feel free to contact me if you have questions. 
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