WELCOME!
Online Public Information Centre #3
Montrose Road and Lyons Creek Road/Biggar Road
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment
Wednesday April 21, 2021
6:00PM
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Public Information Centre (PIC) #3 – Helpful Online
Housekeeping Notes
Question and Answer Session (following the Presentation, until 8:00PM)
• The Chat Box will be used Only to ask questions during the Q&A portion of the PIC, not for comments or discussions
• Please be respectful
• To respect the presenters, we will be muting all attendees
• If you would prefer to ask a question orally, raise your hand and we will call on you to unmute your microphone
Video
• Please do not turn on your cameras. only speakers will turn on the camera during the Q&A to reduce technical issues
Comments
• The best way to submit formal written comments is through the PIC #3 Comment Form available on the project website
• If you have private questions or comments that you do not wish to bring up publicly, please submit a comment form and the project team
will respond directly to you
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How to ask Questions during the Q&A
To ask questions during the Q&A
session, either type the questions into
the chat or raise your hand.
To bring up the chat, click:

To raise your hand, click:

If you are using the web version, there
will be a bar in the bottom middle area
with these buttons

If you are using the app version, there
will be a bar at the top right area with
these buttons
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Carolyn Ryall
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Salina Chan
Environmental Planner
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Public Information Centre #3 Format
• Project Team Introductions
• Presentation of PIC Materials
• Question and Answer Session
• All materials presented tonight are available for you to browse freely on
the project website.

Purpose of PIC #3
• To present and receive public input on the identification, evaluation and
selection of a preferred Alternative Design Concept
• To highlight the key design features
• To identify the impacts of the preferred design and associated
mitigation measures
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Summary of Public Information Centre #1 and #2
• At PIC #1, the Project Team introduced the study and presented the:
• Problem / Opportunity Statement
• Concerns, constraints and issues
• At PIC #2, an overview of the existing conditions of the study area were presented along
with the preferred Alternative Solutions which included:
• Local Roadway/Intersection Improvements
• Additional Lanes (Capacity Increase)
• Accommodation of Other Travel Modes (Transit, Cycling, Pedestrians)
These findings were carried forward in order to prepare the design concepts, which are being
presented at PIC #3 today.
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Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (MCEA) Process

We are here
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Alternative Design Concepts
• Alternative design concepts are options to implement
the recommended alternative solutions from Phase 2
of the MCEA
• How will we implement additional lanes,
intersection/roadway improvements and active
transportation

• Alternative design concepts were developed for:

• Widening of Montrose Road, Biggar Road and Lyons
Creek Road
• Intersection Controls at key locations
• QEW / Lyons Creek Road Interchange
• Implementation of Active Transportation
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Evaluation criteria
The alternative design concepts are evaluated against each other using criteria relevant to
the study. For the purposes of the PIC boards, only key deciding criteria will be
discussed. The full evaluation tables for all alternative design concepts are available on
the Project website.
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Right-of-way (ROW) cross sections

Typical MUP Cross Section (looking north)

• The ROW of all roads in the study area would
accommodate two lanes per direction, and a median
barrier or turning lane, as appropriate
• Two alternatives were considered for how Active
Transportation (AT) can be accommodated:
• Separated Multi-Use Path (MUP) on the west/north
• On-street bike lanes on both sides

• The separated Multi-Use Path is preferred because:

• Separation from traffic lanes
• AT facilities are all on one side of the road, closer to
future development, reducing the need for crossings

Typical On-Street Bike Lane Cross Section (looking north)

• Sidewalks are included on the east/south, as
appropriate
• The cross section will be urbanized (i.e. curb and
gutter)
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Montrose Road Widening Design Concepts
• Montrose Road corridor was divided into four
sections for evaluation:
•
•
•
•

Section 1: McLeod Road to Canadian Drive
Section 2: Canadian Drive to Chippawa Creek Road
Section 3: Chippawa Creek Road to Grassy Brook Road
Section 4: Grassy Brook Road to Lyons Creek
Road/Biggar Road

• Generally, the alternatives considered widening
along the centreline, to the east or to the west.

1

2

3

4
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Montrose Road
Section 1: McLeod Road to Canadian Drive
• Section 1 already has four lanes;
further widening is not warranted.
• Opportunities to improve access
and safety were reviewed:
• Minimize left turns to reduce potential
for collisions
• Facilitate safe and efficient traffic flow
in/out of the various existing and
planned developments
• Addition of active transportation
facilities and bus bays

The concepts considered included:
1. Do Nothing (Leave as is)
2. Existing Traffic Signals with
continuous median
3. Implement Roundabout at the
first “bend” south of McLeod
Road with continuous median
4. Implement Roundabout at
Niagara Square Drive with
continuous median
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Montrose Road
Section 1: Mcleod Road to Canadian Drive
• The preferred design is a new
roundabout at the existing Montrose
Road / Niagara Square Drive
intersection and a continuous median
• A roundabout facilitates safe access to
properties on the other side of the
median without the need for left turns
• 4.0m Multi-Use Path on the west and
sidewalk on the east (except along the
QEW)
• Dedicated pedestrian crossover across
Montrose Road with flashing beacons
immediately west of the roundabout
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Safety at Roundabouts
• Roundabouts improve traffic safety. All vehicles must slow
down as they approach the roundabout, and they all travel in
the same direction reducing left-turn and broadside crashes.
Crashes that do occur are less severe due to low vehicle
speeds.
• Roundabouts are also safe for pedestrians:
•
•
•
•

Vehicles travel at slower speeds
Shorter crossing distance as the raised median can act as a refuge
Pedestrians need to only consider one direction of traffic at a time
Drivers more likely to be watching for pedestrians instead of up at
signals or for oncoming traffic
• Signage, tactile surfaces and flashing beacons can be incorporated

Graphic extracted from Ontario Traffic Manual Book
15, June 2016
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Montrose Road
Section 2: Canadian drive to Chippawa Creek Road

1. Widen along the centreline
2. Widen to the east
3. Widen to the west

• Widening fully to the west is preferred.
Widening along the centreline or to the
east is not feasible and is constrained by
the proximity of the QEW.
• 4.0m Multi-Use Path on the west side.

Montrose Road

• Section 2 alternative design concepts
considered are:
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Section 3: Chippawa Creek Road to Grassy Brook Road
• Section 3 alternative design concepts considered are:
1.
2.
3.

Widen along the centreline
Widen to the east
Widen to the west

Montrose Road

Montrose Road & Bridge over the Welland River

• Widening to the east is preferred to minimize impacts to the
existing properties and buildings along the west and to
accommodate existing and planned utilities.
• 4.0m Multi-Use Path on the west side.
• The option to either widen the existing Welland River bridge or
build a new twin structure was considered. Both options are
feasible with similar impacts and will be reviewed in detail
design.
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Montrose Road

Widen along the centreline
Widen to the east
Widen to the west

• Widening along the centreline is preferred. There
are no key constraints. Widening considered is an
equitable property taking and accommodates the
needs of the future South Niagara Hospital site.
• 4.0m Multi-Use Path on the west side and future
sidewalk on the east.
• New signalized intersection at the main entrance to
the South Niagara Hospital.

Montrose Road

1.
2.
3.

Montrose Road

Section 4: Grassy Brook Road to Lyons Creek Road / Biggar
Road
• Section 4 alternative design concepts considered
are:

Reixinger
Road

Biggar
Road
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From Montrose Road westerly 0.85km
• Biggar Road alternative design concepts
considered are:
1. Widen along the centreline
2. Widen to the north
3. Widen to the south

Biggar Road

• Widening along the centreline is preferred.
There are environmental features on the south
side however, widening to the north is
constrained by the needs of the future South
Niagara Hospital site.
• 4.0m Multi-Use Path on the north side.
• New signalized intersection at the main
entrance to the South Niagara Hospital.

Montrose Road

Biggar Road
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Lyons Creek Road
From Montrose Road easterly to QEW west ramp
terminal

• Lyons Creek Road alternative design
concepts considered are:
1. Widen along the centreline
2. Widen to the north
3. Widen to the south

• Widening along the centreline is preferred. There are
environmental features to the north and south, so
widening considered an equitable property taking and
impacts to both sides.
• 4.0m Multi-Use Path on the north side and a sidewalk
on the south side (limits to be confirmed with MTO).
• Raised median from Montrose Road to the QEW to
maintain safe traffic movements by restricting left
turns.

Lyons Creek Road
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Montrose Road

Montrose Road and Lyons Creek Road/Biggar Road
Intersection Controls
• Both traffic signals and roundabouts were considered.
• There will be significant volumes of left turning
movements through the intersection both southbound
and westbound.

Biggar Road

• With a roundabout, these high volumes would cause
traffic backups. Traffic signals can more efficiently
process these conflicting turning movements and are
the preferred intersection control method here.
• The intersection will be expanded to accommodate
additional lanes to improve traffic operations.
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Lyons Creek Road / QEW Bridge
The existing Lyons Creek Road bridge over the QEW (owned by MTO) has a constrained bridge deck that cannot accommodate auxiliary
right-of-way features (sidewalk, Multi-Use Paths, bike lanes). As widening of the bridge is not feasible due to the bridge type, short term
options were considered to fit these features onto the bridge, however they are unsafe do not meet roadway design standards.

Uni-directional facilities (bike lanes on each side) with barrier walls

Multi-Use Path on the north side with a barrier wall

Repaint existing bridge deck and use the buffer as a bike lane

Extend curb for a sidewalk and widen travel lane for shared cars and bikes
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Lyons Creek Road / QEW Bridge
Future Bridge Replacement by MTO with MUP on the north side

Long Term options were also considered for the
implementation of Active Transportation. These options
would be preferable and safer for all road users, however,
are not feasible at this time due to cost. These options may
be carried forward if funding becomes available or at such
time that MTO determines a need to replace the bridge.
‘Do Nothing’ is the preferred interim alternative due to the
constraint of the existing bridge deck. Based on existing land
uses, it is anticipated there will be minimal pedestrian and
cycling activity across the bridge. Depending on the
progress of future development, the long-term solutions can
be revisited when warranted.

Future Bridge Replacement by MTO with AT path on both sides

New separate MUP structures to the north of the existing bridge
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Lyons Creek Road / QEW Ramps – Intersection Control
• Traffic signals and roundabouts were considered for the on and off ramps (ramp terminals) at the Lyons Creek Road and QEW Interchange.
• The analysis of roundabouts showed that they would become operationally deficient due to geometric constraints and due to the high traffic
volumes anticipated on Lyons Creek Road in the future.
• Traffic Signals are recommended at the Fort Erie-bound off-ramp including ramp improvements to accommodate increased traffic volumes.
Further discussion with MTO required to determine final configuration.
• The need for traffic signals is not anticipated at the Toronto-bound off-ramp. Further discussion of this intersection is required with MTO to
decide on its potential signalization

Lyons Creek Road

Fort Erie-bound ramp terminal

Lyons Creek Road

Toronto-bound ramp terminal
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Preliminary Preferred Alternative Design Concept
• Widen to four lanes along the centreline on all study
area roads, except:
• Widen Montrose Road to the west from Canadian
Drive to Chippawa Creek Road.
• Widen Montrose Road to the east from Chippawa
Creek Road to Grassy Brook Road.
• The preferred typical cross section includes:
• 4 x 3.5m driving lanes
• 4.0m Multi-Use Path on the west/north sides
• 2.0m raised median (or two way left turn lane in
certain locations)
• 1.8m Sidewalk on the east/south (where needed
– future installation)

• Also included in the design:
• Future Intersections and Entrances
• Accommodation for Future Traffic Signals
• Auxiliary Turning Lanes
• Posted Speed Reduction
• Drainage and Stormwater Management
• Culvert Extensions
• Municipal Services and Utilities
• Transit Stops/Bus Bays
• Lighting
• Landscaping

For specific details, the preliminary design plans are available on the Project website.
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Impacts – TERRESTRIAL
Impacts

Mitigation Measures

Potential Permits

• Encroachment into key
features such as
Woodlands, Provincially
Significant Wetlands,
Significant Wildlife
Habitat
• Impacts to these key
features results in loss or
alteration/disturbance to
habitat
• These areas provide
habitat for SAR, such as
bats and Barn Swallow

• Construction activities to occur
outside of sensitive timing
windows for birds and bats
• Keep work within construction
limits and maintain appropriate
setbacks, where possible
• Invasive species management
• Environmental monitoring
• Opportunities for
compensation/habitat
enhancement

•

•
•

•

Endangered Species
Act (ESA) Permit or

Letter of Advice for
SAR bats
Notice of Activity with
MECP under the ESA
for Barn Swallow
Wetland/Interference
Permit from Niagara
Peninsula Conservation
Authority
Tree Removal Permit

Welland River East Wetland Complex

Species at Risk Bat, Little Brown Myotis
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IMPACTS – Fish and Fish Habitat
Impacts

Mitigation Measures

Potential Permits

•

•

•

•
•
•

Alteration of fish habitat
due to culvert extensions
and replacement
Destruction of fish habitat
due to in-water piers of the
bridge at the Welland River
Realignment of Warren
Creek north of Brown Road
Potential impacts to
protected Species-at-Risk
(SAR) mussels and habitat
at several watercourse
crossings

•
•
•
•
•

In-water works during
permitted timing windows
Incorporate natural channel
design features
Embedding culverts and
using natural substrates for
fish passage
Implement erosion and
sediment control measures
In-water isolation and
dewatering
Fish and mussel salvage prior
to in-water construction
activities

•

Fisheries and Oceans
Canada (DFO) Project
Review of fisheries
impacts
Letter of Advice or
Authorization and
Offsetting Plan under the

Grassy Brook Creek

Fisheries Act
• Potential Species at Risk
Act and Endangered
Species Act approval for
•

SAR mussels
Permit from the Niagara
Peninsula Conservation
Authority

Species at Risk Mussel, Kidneyshell
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Impacts – Cultural Environment
• Cultural Heritage

• Encroachment onto the frontage of two potential
heritage properties, however no buildings are impacted.
• Some post-construction work may be required to
reinstate trees and fencing.
• A Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) may be completed
on these properties following conversations with
stakeholders and the local municipalities.

Home south of Canadian Drive

• Archaeology

• Archaeological clearance of impacted lands is required
before construction. Some Stage 2 Archaeological
Assessments are anticipated to begin in Summer 2021.

Property at Reixinger Road
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Impacts - Property
• Property will be required to accommodate the new road ROW, which
includes the additional lanes, the multi-use path/sidewalk, lighting poles,
and utilities.
• In some cases, additional grading is required to match the road platform
back into the existing property.
• The proposed road allowance limits are identified on the Preliminary
Design Plans on the website.
• Depending on the timing of the proposed improvements, the Niagara
Region Real Estate group will reach out to property owners to discuss
individual property impacts.
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Planned Construction Timing
• The recommended improvements will be
constructed in different phases.
• Following completion of this MCEA study, the
section south of Grassy Brook Road, including
Biggar Road and Lyons Creek Road, will
proceed to detailed design with construction
anticipated to begin in 2022 to support the
opening of the South Niagara Hospital.
• The timing of construction north of Grassy
Brook Road has not yet been determined.
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Next Steps
• Review PIC #3 Comments
• Confirm recommended Alternative Design Concepts
• Update the recommended design, as needed, based on
public input
• Continue meeting with interested stakeholders/agencies
• Prepare an Environmental Study Report (ESR) to
document the EA decision making process and
impacts. The ESR will be available for 30-day public
review and a public notice will be issued to provide
details
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How you can get involved
Ask questions or discuss issues with the Project Team at the PIC
today
Fill out a PIC Comment Form and return by May 5, 2021
Request to be added to the Project contact list to receive updates and
future public notices about the Project
Visit the Project website for more information
(https://niagararegion.ca/projects/montrose-lyons-creek-ea/)
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Questions
Your comments are important and welcomed. They will be reviewed and included as part of the study
process.
Please feel free to contact a Study Team Member, submit a comment sheet, or email/call us at:
Carolyn Ryall
Project Manager
Regional Municipality of Niagara
1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, PO Box 1042
Thorold ON L2V 4T7
Tel: 905-984-3620
Email: Carolyn.Ryall@niagararegion.ca

Rick Goertz, P. Eng.
Project Manager
Parsons Inc.
4342 Queen Street, Suite 407
Niagara Falls, ON L2E 7J7
Tel: 905-917-3240
Email: Richard.Goertz@parsons.com
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