WELCOME!
Niagara GO Hub and
Transit Stations Study

PUBLIC EVENT SERIES #2
AGENDA
5:30pm - 6:30pm: Open House
6:30pm - 7:00pm: Presentation
7:00pm - 8:30pm: Discussion Activity & Wrap Up

NIAGARA GO HUB AND TRANSIT STATIONS STUDY

1

Project Background
• In 2011, GO Transit/Metrolinx completed an
Environmental Study Report (ESR) called the
“Niagara Rail Service Expansion”.
• The ESR recommended new or expanded
commuter rail service to address increasing
congestion levels along the corridor between
Niagara-Hamilton and the western GTA.
• The ESR studied multiple station locations and
recommended preferred station locations in
Grimsby, St. Catharines, and Niagara Falls, with
a longer-term recommended future station
identified in Lincoln (Beamsville).
• This study builds on the GO Transit/Metrolinx work
done to date and provides more detailed planning
and design for areas around the transit stations.

Project Overview
Niagara Region, in partnership with the Town of Grimsby, Town of Lincoln, City of St.
Catharines and City of Niagara Falls, are embarking on a planning process for four future GO
Transit station areas.
Today’s event is the second of a number of events. We invite you to engage with the Project
Team and to actively participate and contribute your ideas.

Recommended future
station

Recommended Future GO Rail
Station
Beamsville
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Project Purpose
This Study...
• Will support the introduction of two-way GO train service
between Niagara Falls and Hamilton/Toronto;
• Is one of Niagara’s strategic priorities and is intended to
better position the Region for future investment; and
• Will guide growth around the station sites to support
regional GO Transit service.
For each of the four stations, the project team has
prepared:
• A draft Secondary Plan for the lands around the station
area;
• Opportunities and constraints mapping to inform
discussions with Metrolinx on Preliminary Design Plans
(non-statutory plans);
• Transportation analysis including traffic management
planning; and
• Market analysis to better understand development
potential around each station.

WE ARE HERE

Tonight’s Event
Tonight’s event is your opportunity to:
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1. Learn about the study, planning process and project steps;
2. Discuss existing conditions and draft Secondary Plan concepts for land uses, building
heights, transportation, and public realm design;
3. Learn about transit station planning and best practices that will help guide this study; and
4. Contribute your comments/feedback on the draft Secondary Plan elements.
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Secondary Plans
What are they?
The Official Plan is the road map that guides long
range land use and development for a town or city.
Secondary Plans are part of the Official Plan, and
provide more detailed guidance on specific areas.
These plans provide more detail on things like
land use, public spaces, buildings, environmental
protection, roads, trails and parks.

Transit stations and the surrounding lands serve an
important function within the regional transportation
system and in the long term development of a
municipality.

Sample Land Use Plan

Sample Public Realm Improvement Plan

Key Elements of a Secondary
Plan
Secondary Plans contain a number of important
components:
◊

Vision and principles for the area;

◊

A comprehensive set of policies (on topics
including environmental protection, public space,
buildings, roads, trails, etc.);

◊

Land use plan;

◊

Building heights plan;

◊

Public realm improvement plan and design
guidelines; and

◊

Transportation and Active Transportation plans.

Sample Building Heights Plan

Sample Active Transportation Plan
EXCERPTS FROM STATION AREA SECONDARY
PLANS (SEE WORKSHOP MAPS FOR FULL DETAILS)
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Planning Around Transit
What is Transit Oriented Development?
Transit Oriented Development (TOD) is a
planning approach that envisions the longterm growth of an area around transit
stations and major transportation routes.
The focus is on improving quality of life by
creating sustainable and livable pedestrianoriented, mixed-use communities that
respect the character of an area while also
providing for more compact growth.

Across the Greater Golden Horseshoe, a
number of municipalities are leveraging
transit investment to drive growth.
Provincial investment in train service in
Niagara represents a unique opportunity
to proactively plan land use, transportation
networks (all modes) and infrastructure
around the station areas.

STREET ORIENTED, MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT

DENSITY/COMPACT GROWTH

SEAMLESS INTEGRATION OF THE STATION

HIGH QUALITY PUBLIC SPACES

Why Planning Matters
The Province’s Growth Plan directs
municipalities to plan for intensification
around GO stations. Recent updates to the
Growth Plan have also provided density
targets.
Proactively planning the uses, activities
and infrastructure around these locations
will have a profound impact on their
performance.

Successful transit stations are ones where
there has been an intentional approach
to planning for growth around the station,
elevating walkability and access and
improving the public realm to create spaces
that are vibrant and active.
Having more people living and working in
close proximity to the station is an important
factor in its success.
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The Station Areas
Niagara Falls

Grimsby

NORTH

NORTH

St. Catharines

Beamsville

NORTH

NORTH

LEGEND
Note: The limits of the station areas will be
confirmed through station design.
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Photo Credit: Metrolinx on Flickr

Next Steps
• Public review of major Secondary Plan elements
(ongoing).
• Begin working with Metrolinx in the development
of concept plans for the transit station areas.

How you can help
Stay involved with the project and be a part of
developing the plan for each of the station areas.
Here are the ways you can participate:

???

Ask questions today
Fill out the survey online
Sign up for our contact list
Visit www.niagararegion.ca/projects/go-hub-transit-stations
Attend upcoming events

For any questions or comments, please contact:

Diana Morreale, MCIP, RPP

Manager of Community, Planning and Development Services
Niagara Region
1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way (Formerly 2201 St. David’s Rd.)
P.O. Box 1042, Thorold, ON L2V 4T7
T: (905) 980 6000 ext. 3367
E: Diana.morreale@niagararegion.ca
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