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Young, Katie

From: Lynda Goodridge 
Sent: Friday, July 2, 2021 5:47 PM
To: Making Our Mark
Cc: Wayne Redekop; Insinna, Tom; Bradley, Jim
Subject: Comments on Sustainable Region

Having attended the Sustainable Region public information session on June 23rd, as well as other sessions on 
the Natural Environment System, I am writing to submit my comments. Although I realize that the staff have 
worked diligently to develop the various options for the updated Official Plan, I have often felt that comments 
from the public are rarely considered seriously. The process is strictly a formality. Nevertheless, I will attempt 
to express my concerns and hope they may have some effect. 
 
Climate change is an issue of extreme importance. It is considered the number one issue both globally and 
nationally. One has only to look at recent events in our own country to see that we are definitely in a climate 
emergency. With this in mind, I wonder why climate change is not the main issue for a sustainable region? We 
have been told that it is integrated within the entire plan, but it seems to be lost in the text.  
 
Our best defence against climate change is enhancing our "green" infrastructure: maintaining and expanding our 
woodlands, wetlands and other natural features. Yet, our planning policies continue to allow destruction of 
those important features. It is essential that we maintain and, indeed, expand our natural areas by protecting 
them with a strong Natural Heritage System that includes both rural and urban areas. Option 3C is the best way 
to achieve this goal. The same applies to our Water Resource System. Clean and safe drinking water is essential 
to all, yet our water quality is questionable at best. 
 
The planning process also needs to be addressed. Currently, planning departments rely on Environmental 
Impact Studies to show any negative effects on properties being considered for development. However, the 
choice of companies offering this service is left up to the developer, who also plays for them. One wonders how 
accurate the assessments can be under these circumstances.  
 
I'm sure you have heard these concerns in the past. I can only hope that they will be given the priority they 
deserve. Let's make sure that future generations will enjoy the same benefits that we all have taken for granted 
in the past. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to express my concerns. 
 
Sincerely 
Lynda Goodridge 
Fort Erie 




