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Comment Matrix  

The following is a matrix which documents all comments received at the September 24, 2020 Virtual Public Information Centre. 

The project team response is included.  For a record of all questions that were asked and answered live a recording of the PIC is 

available on the website for the new Official Plan. https://www.niagararegion.ca/official-plan/ 

Received 
From: 

Comment: Project Team Response: 

Ashley Pollock Comment - not question: 
Ontario government has a watershed 
flow assessment tool - 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/watershed-
flow-assessment-tool 
as does Brock University 
as does Ministry Northern Development 
and Mines, Ontario Geological Survey 

Thank you for the comment! As part of our background review we 
are considering all sources of data, including some of the 
Provincial data and tools you have mentioned. 

Ashley Pollock Sidestepping drinking water, 
wastewater management, etc & their 
infrastructure ... 
How good are our water resources in 
Niagara region? 
Will the following be considered? 
- as in recreation - fishing, swimming, 
shorelines/beaches, etc 
- as in flood control, water table 
- as in utilization by agriculture, industry, 
the Welland Canal, and urban 
developers 
- as in utilization by the indigenous 
population (hunting, fishing rights) 
- as in “how many exceptions?” - 
particularly ones that aren’t efficient or 
safe or climate-friendly 
and so on. 

Thanks for your input. If you have any further comments about the 
goals and objectives after the presentation. Please let us know. 

https://www.niagararegion.ca/official-plan/
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Received 
From: 

Comment: Project Team Response: 

It seems we haven’t had a good report 
card score for a long time - we’re pretty 
polluted. 
Really like the Goals & Objectives. 

Robert Carson Reference material suggests that 2B is 
the better choice for water resources 
system for region-wide features 
because it includes settlement areas. 
It is essential to choose the best Option 
2B which includes linkages in the 
settlement areas, appropriate for a 
continuous hydraulic/hydrologic WRS  
2B provides better protection for small 
linkages and features in and out of 
settlement areas as well as buffers. 

Comment received. Thank you for your input.  

John Bacher I am concerned about the orange 
coloured areas marked for watershed 
studies based on future urban 
expansions. This is the first time I have 
learned of any urban expansions being 
considered through this plan review. On 
a need basis there is no reason for any 
urban expansions since this is 
supposed to be calcuated on a regional 
basis. An attempt a few years ago to 
have an urban expansion in the 
Smithville area was rejected by the 
province since the rationale of a 
separate western need area was 
rejected by the province as a violation 
of both the Growth Plan and the PPS. 

Thank you for your comment. Please attend our Growth 
Management webinar on October 7th to learn more about the 
settlement area boundary review process. 

Lorie Tokola We NEED Niagarra Region to protect 
our drinking water. Without CLEAN 

Comment received. Thank you for your input. 
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Received 
From: 

Comment: Project Team Response: 

drinking water there is no reason for 
jobs... 

John Bacher The one area that I see an urban 
expansion concern is the Douglastown 
area of Fort Erie. This is because this 
area was essentially imposed by the 
province through the courts. A 
watershed plan re urban growth would 
be a helpful form of damage control. 

Thank you for your comment on UAB expansions. As mentioned 
our Oct. 7th webinar will discuss this process in more detail. 

Josef van 
Ruyven 

Please suggest possible responsible 
uses for exhausted aggregate quarries 
where quarrying has been done into an 
aquifer. 

Aggregate quarries generally operate in accordance with a 
Provincial licence which provide rehabilitation requirements. 

John Bacher I was also shocked to see urban 
expansion areas proposed for north 
west Niagara Falls. Urban needs could 
be served within the urban boundaries 
in the Chippawa area. This is one of the 
reasons that the region is going ahead 
with the new sewage treatment plant 
here, so that infrastructure capacity 
problems in south Niagara Falls do not 
stop growth on lands which are 
appropriately zoned. 

Comment received. Thank you for your input. 

John Bacher There was no discusion  of strategies to 
clean up ground water contamination. 
This is a serious problems. Such 
situations on lands  such as the  former 
General Motors site are a big barrier to 
needed intensification. Seeing clean up 
costs as part of a strategy to curb 
ground water pollution is an important 
way to get action on this problem 

Thank you for the comment on groundwater. We will consider this 
and note your comments. 
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Received 
From: 

Comment: Project Team Response: 

Ashley Pollock How polluted are we? Part of the work of the watershed plan is to characterize existing 
conditions. That work is still ongoing. 

Chuck 
McShane 

appreciated you bringing forth my 
questions , however i never recieved an 
answer or commitment of when the 
mapping would be availble. 
and to blame the provincial government 
is certainly a kop out!!! 

It is our goal to have draft mapping completed in 2021. 

John Bacher I witnessed illegal dumping in Niagara 
Falls. This is known to the city council 
but nothing seems to be done about it. 
Could stopping such actions be part of 
a strategy to protect ground water. 

Thank you for the comment and suggestion, we will note this. 

Jessica 
Abrahamse 

It is excellent that the Region is taking a 
progressive stance with respect to 
meeting the policies outlined in the PPS 
2017 for the Growth Plan and Greenbelt 
Plan. Thank you for acknowledging the 
NPCA and the RAP program as a 
valuable partner. Karst formations were 
mentioned an area of potential future 
study, as a hazard area will the NPCA 
be involved with this study? Will a copy 
of the slide presentations be available 
after the meeting? 

A copy of the presentation as well as a recording of the PIC will be 
posted on the website for the new Official Plan. 
https://www.niagararegion.ca/official-plan/ 

John Bacher There are streams that go through car 
wreckage yards in Niagara Falls and 
Fort Eire. Should not these streams be 
diverted from these areas to avoid 
future contamination? 

Thank you for the comment and suggestion, we will note this. 

Ashley Pollock I think that because contamination / 
pollution seems to be quite a concern, 
this portion of planning should address 

Comment received. Thank you for your input. 

https://www.niagararegion.ca/official-plan/
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Received 
From: 

Comment: Project Team Response: 

this issue. Please don't ignore your 
public. 

 


