
 

Appendix 8.2 

SECTION UPDATE - Climate Change 

At the January 2021 Planning and Economic Development Committee, PDS 6-2021- 

Climate Change Work Program Update identified changes to the work program 

previously proposed. The changes included the addition of two pillars to the policy 

development stage: a Climate Modeling and Projections Project with the Ontario 

Climate Consortium, a sub-set of Toronto and Region Conservation Authority; and a 

Staff developed Regional Greening Initiative. This section update is intended to provide 

information on those two initiatives, as well as identify the interconnectedness of 

Provincial climate-related policies throughout sections of the Niagara Official Plan.  

1.0 Policy Conformity for the Niagara Official Plan  

The Niagara Official Plan will have a Climate Change policy section, highlighting the 

integration of climate policies throughout the Official Plan as well as climate change 

specific policies. Draft policy for the Climate Change section will be forthcoming 

following consultant prepared climate modeling and projections work set to conclude in 

Q4 of 2021.  

Provincial climate change policies are highly integrated and will be identified within other 

sections of the Niagara Official Plan, as detailed in Section 4.0 below, including 

Infrastructure, Transportation, Employment, Agriculture, District and Secondary Plans, 

Urban Design, Regional Structure, and Natural Environment. Staff would note that this 

chart identifies draft policy intent, and may change throughout 2021.  

2.0 Climate Modeling and Projections Project 

The Climate Modeling and Projections project commenced in February 2021 with the 

Ontario Climate Consortium (OCC). As part of the approved work plan for the climate 

modeling, the submitted detailed project methodology includes key data inputs and 

outputs, analysis components, engagement process to be followed, and climate 

parameters. This was presented recently to Niagara Region staff and stakeholders, 

where project deliverables and climate parameters were confirmed. Completion of the 

climate modeling process is anticipated by the end of October 2021.   

3.0 Regional Greening Initiative  

A Regional Greening Initiative was approved by Council as an additional pillar to the 

Climate Change work program as detailed in PDS 6-2021-Climate Change Work 

Program Update. This initiative extends beyond the timeline of the Official Plan to 

ensure robust consultation, and detailed research in best practices and implementation 

measures for achieving project goals.  
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Staff continue to consult with the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority to identify 

restoration programs and opportunities. In addition, staff have met with Land Care 

Niagara with respect to Provincial tree planting programs. A potential pilot program may 

include the use of Region owned properties for this tree planting initiative.  

Staff have formed an internal working group to support the Regional Greening Initiative. 

It is anticipated that staff will bring forward a report to Committee and Council following 

detailed research into best practices and organization and municipal tree planting 

programs in Q3 of 2021. 
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4.0 Climate Change Policy Conformity Chart 
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