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1.0

1.1

Introduction

Niagara Region is undertaking a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study (EA) for
intersection improvements and potential realignment of Regional Road 14 (Thirty Road) at
Young Street in the Township of West Lincoln. The main objective of the study is to address
the need for operational and safety improvements at the intersection. The Study Area
extends approximately 600 meters in each direction, as shown in the key plan in Figure 1.1.

Figure 1.1 — EA Study Area

R.V. Anderson Associates Limited (RVA) was retained by the Niagara Region to complete
the Class Environmental Assessment (EA) for this project. This is a Schedule “C” project
that covers phases 1 through 4 of the planning process in accordance with the Municipal
Class Environmental Assessment (October 2000, amended in 2007, 2011, 2015 & 2023).
As part of the Class EA planning and design process, extensive public and technical agency
consultation is required in developing the study recommendations. Two (2) Public
Information Centres (PICs) are being held as part of the study.

Public Information Center #1

Public participation is key to the success of this study. The Region is keeping the community
safe by complying with regional and provincial guidelines, supporting physical distancing,
and postponing in-person public meetings. As such, the first PIC was held on March 9,
2023, at 6 p.m. through a Virtual Public Meeting format hosted on the Microsoft Teams
Meeting, which included a formal presentation and question and answer period. Residents
were invited to call-in to the meeting or participate in the meeting through a link posted to
the project webpage.

Region of Niagara RVA 226468
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The PIC included a presentation of the study to date, including existing conditions, the
evaluation of alternative solutions, and preliminary recommendations, followed by a question-
and-answer period. Members of the project team, which included staff from the Region and
R.V. Anderson Associates Limited, were present to discuss the projects and concerns
brought forwards by the attendees.

2.0 Stakeholders and Notification

In accordance with the MCEA process, notification to the public and stakeholders is
required for public consultation. Notification of the PIC was provided through various
avenues, as outlined below:

e General Public

» Notice advertised on the Niagara This Week and NewsNow (local
newspaper) on February 23 and March 2™, 2023.

» Notice posted on the Region of Niagara website at
https://www.niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-14/default.aspx on
February 23, 2023.

e | ocal Residents & Businesses

» Notice mailed to the 143 property owners adjacent to the study area
(catchment area included in Appendix 1-2) on February 23, 2023.

e Project Mailing List (Technical Agencies, Local Interest Groups, Indigenous
Communities, and other parties who previously submitted comments or indicated
interests in the project)

* Email containing the Notice and details of PIC #1 sent on February 23,
2023.

= Emails containing cover letters and the Notice of PIC #1 sent to Indigenous
communities, specifically Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation;
Haudenosaunee Development Institute; and Six Nations of the Grand River
Elected Council.

Refer to Appendix 1 for copies of the published notifications and project mailing list.

Region of Niagara RVA 226468
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3.0 Consultation Material

The purpose of the first PIC was to provide an overview of the Study, including the problem
and opportunities to be addressed, existing conditions within the study area, the alternative
solutions and evaluation criteria considered, as well as the preliminary recommendations.

The display boards presented at the first PIC are included in Appendix 2 and presented
information on the following study components:

e Study Area & Project e Evaluation Criteria

Background e Evaluation of

e Municipal Class EA Alternative Solutions

Procegs & Study e Preliminary Study
Organization Recommendations
e Existing Conditions e Next Steps

Materials posted to the project website were available in an alternate format (i.e., hard
copy) upon request, however no requests were received.

4.0 Meeting Format and Participation

Based on the Microsoft Teams Meeting Attendance Report, a total of ten (10) residents
attended the PIC. Residents were encouraged to submit their questions using the Microsoft
Teams Q & A function, or by using the “Raise Your Hand” feature, to ask a question directly
to the project team. Questions submitted using the Q & A feature were read aloud to the
project team by an RVA moderator and answered during the meeting by the project team
technical staff.

A total of two (2) comments and questions were received through the Q & A function, with
six (6) residents providing their comments / question directly to the project team using the
“Raise Your Hand” feature.

5.0 Questions and Comments

Following the PIC, the presentation slides were available for review and comment until
March 30, 2023, on the Region’s website. A total of two (2) comment forms were
completed following the first PIC, with some additional feedback being provided through
email. The comments received during and following the PIC are summarized in Table 5.1,
while copies of all comment forms and additional feedback submitted via email are provided
in Appendix 3.

Region of Niagara RVA 226468
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TOPIC OF COMMENT
RECEIVED

Consideration of  Future
Traffic Volumes Associated
with the Smithville Urban
Boundary Expansion and
Potential Smithville Bypass

Extent to which Temporary
All-Way Stop Addressed
Issue

Accommodation of Farm and
Heavy Truck Vehicles

Alternative 2: Intersection
Improvements &  Close
Clayson Road at Northern
Terminus

Table 5.1 — Summary of Comments Received

COMMENT SUMMARY

Residents noted that improvements to the
intersection should consider future traffic volumes

associated with planned development and potential

future road network changes (i.e., potential
Smithville bypass, Escarpment crossing etc.).

Residents agreed with the need to provide
improvements at the intersection.

Some residents noted that they feel the temporary
4-way stop introduced addresses the historical
issue.

One resident noted concern regarding light
pollution associated with signal traffic controls on
properties in proximity of the intersection.

Residents noted the need to accommodate farm
and heavy truck vehicles, with some residents
expressing concern that a traditional roundabout

intersection may not accommodate these vehicles.

Support for presented preferred solution of
Alternative 2: Intersection Improvements & Close
Clayson Road at Northern Terminus.

CONSIDERATION OF COMMENTS IN CLASS EA

Project team noted that the traffic analysis completed
includes all planned developments and road networks
improvements known by the Region at this time.

Project team to ensure that improvements to the
intersection consider future traffic volumes associated
with planned development and future road network (i.e.,
potential Smithville bypass, Escarpment crossing etc.).

Project team noted that due to the s-curve alignment of
the north leg, the line sight of sight issues for the
eastbound and westbound vehicles and stopping sight
distance issue for southbound vehicles are not resolved
with the all-way stop control, and that collision risk will
increase in the future as traffic volumes increase.

Levels of illumination and potential mitigation measures to
be considered.

Intersection control to be designed to accommodate for
use of farm and heavy truck vehicles.

Project team to move forward with the evaluation of
alternative design concepts to implement Alternative 2 in
Phase 3 of the EA.

Region of Niagara
April 24, 2023
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6.0 Conclusions and Next Steps

The PIC provided an introduction of the project to the community and provided an
opportunity for interested parties to provide their input. Comments on the various topics
were received, with a number of trends becoming evident. Some of these trends are as
follows:

o General support for the preferred solution to implement improvements to Thirty
Road at Young Street intersection, and closure of Clayson Road;

e Residents expressed the need to consider future traffic volumes associated with the
Smithville Urban Boundary Expansion and potential Smithville Bypass and other
networks improvements; and

e Residents expressed the need to accommodate farm and heavy truck vehicles.

All comments received during the first PIC, as well as comments received after the first PIC
via email and comment form of the project webpage, will be considered by the project team
as alternatives in conjunction with the findings from the existing conditions review to
implement the preferred solution which is developed and evaluated in Phase 3 of the EA.

6.1 Public Information Centre (#2)

The next PIC will be held in Fall 2023. The purpose of the second PIC will be to present and
obtain comments on the alternative and recommended design concepts to implement the
preferred solution.

An Environmental Study Report will be prepared following the second PIC incorporating
comments received from stakeholders. The report will be made available to the public for
review in accordance with the requirements of the Municipal Class Environmental
Assessment.

Region of Niagara RVA 226468
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MUVINE Notice of Public Information Centre #1

Regional Road 14 (Thirty Road) at Young Street in the
Township of West Lincoln

FURWHRD Schedule ‘C’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment

The Study

Niagara Region is undertaking a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study (EA) for
intersection improvements and potential realignment of Regional Road 14 (Thirty Road) at
Young Street in the Township of West Lincoln. The main objective of the study is to address
the need for operational and safety improvements at the intersection. The Study Area extends
approximately 600 meters in each direction as shown in the key plan below.

The Process

The project is being completed as a Schedule “C” project in accordance with the Municipal
Class Environmental Assessment (October 2000, amended in 2007, 2011 & 2015), which is

approved under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. The study will address the
requirements of Phases 1 to 4 of the Municipal Class EA process.

The project team will examine a full range of alternatives and identify a preferred strategy for
addressing the project needs. Upon completion of the study, an Environmental Study Report
(ESR) will be prepared to document the Municipal Class EA planning and decision-making
process and made available for a minimum of 30-day public review period. A Notice of
Completion will be issued at that stage.

CONNECTING MORE PEOPLE TO MORE POSSIBILITIES Niagara 4/ Region




You Are Invited to Participate!

The Niagara Region is planning to host the first of two Public Information Centres for this
study. Public Information Centre #1 will provide an overview of the Study, including the
problem and opportunities to be addressed, existing conditions within the study area, the
alternative solutions and evaluation criteria considered, as well as the preliminary
recommendations. This event will be held in an online format via the project webpage:
https://www.niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-14/default.aspx.

You are invited to attend the Online Presentation on Thursday, March 9, 2023, starting at
6:00 pm. There will be an opportunity at the end of the presentation to ask questions or submit
comments. To join the online presentation, please visit the project webpage
(niagararegion.ca/projects/ regional-road-14/) on the day of the presentation and click the
presentation link. In addition, the information materials related to Public Information Centre
#1 will be available on the project webpage starting March 9, 2023, and comments will be
received until March 30, 2023.

Stay Connected!
As the study progresses and more information becomes available, it will be posted on the
project webpage: niagararegion.ca/projects/ regional-road-14/

If you have any questions or comments regarding the study, or wish to be added to the email
list for receiving notices, please contact one of the project team members:

Hamed Esmaeeli, P.Eng. Andrew McGregor, MCIP, RPP
Project Manager, Transportation Planning Consultant Project Manager
Niagara Region R.V. Anderson Associates Ltd.
905-980-6000 ext. 3722 905-685-5049 ext. 4211
hamed.esmaeeli@niagararegion.ca amcgregor@rvanderson.com

Personal information collected or submitted in writing at public meetings will be collected,
used and disclosed by members of Regional Council and Regional staff in accordance with
the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA). The
written submissions including names, contact information and reports of the public meeting
will be made available. Questions should be referred to the Privacy Office at 905-980-6000
ext. 3779 or EOl@niagararegion.ca.

If you require any accommodations for a disability in order to attend and participate in
meetings or events, please let us know in advance so that arrangements can be made in a
timely manner. Please contact the Accessibility Advisory Coordinator at 905-980-6000 ext.
3252 or accessibility@niagararegion.ca.

This notice was first issued on February 21, 2023.


https://www.niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-14/default.aspx
https://www.niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-14/default.aspx
mailto:hamed.esmaeeli@niagararegion.ca
mailto:amcgregor@rvanderson.com
mailto:FOI@niagararegion.ca
mailto:accessibility@niagararegion.ca

Notice of Public Information Centre #1 for Thirty Road
(Regional Road 14) at Young Street in West Lincoln

Niagara Region is undertaking a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study. This will address the

need for operational and safety improvements at the intersection.

The study is being completed as a Schedule “C” project, approved under the Ontario Environmental

Assessment Act.

An Environmental Study Report will be prepared to document the planning and decision making process. It
will be available for a minimum of a 30-day public review period when the study is complete. A notice of
completion will be issued at that stage.

The Region is hosting the first of two Public Information Centres.

Public Information Centre #1

This event is on Thursday, March 9, 2023 at 6 p.m. and will be held online.

The Public Information Centre will give an overview of the following:

The problem and opportunities to be addressed

Existing conditions within the study area

Alternative solutions and evaluation criteria considered

The preliminary preferred solution

The presentation link will be available on the Environmental Assessment for Thirty Road and Young_Street

Intersection project page starting March 9, 2023. Comments will be received until March 30, 2023. At the

end of the presentation, there will be an opportunity to ask questions or submit comments.

Contact

If you have any questions or comments about the study or wish to be added to the email list to receive

notices, contact one of the project team members:

Hamed Esmaeeli, P.Eng.



Project Manager, Transportation Planning
Niagara Region
905-980-6000 ext. 3722

hamed.esmaeeli@niagararegion.ca

Andrew McGregor, MCIP, RPP
Consultant Project Manager
R.V. Anderson Associates Ltd.
905-685-5049 ext. 4211

amcgregor@rvanderson.com

Personal information collected or submitted in writing at public meetings will be collected, used and
disclosed by members of Regional Council and Regional Staff in accordance with the Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA). The written submissions including names, contact
information and reports of the public meeting will be made available. Questions should be referred to the
Privacy Officer at 905-980-6000, ext. 3779 or FOI@ niagararegion.ca.

If you need any accommodations for a disability to attend and participate in meetings or events, please let
us know in advance so that arrangements can be made in a timely manner. Contact the Accessibility
Advisory Coordinator at 905-980-6000 ext. 3252 or accessibility@niagararegion.ca.
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Notice of Public Information Centre #1

Thirty Road (Regional Road 14) at Young Street
in the Township of West Lincoln Municipal Class
Environmental Assessment

Niagara Region is undertaking a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study for
intersection improvements and potential realignment of Thirty Road (Regional Road
14) at Young Street in the Township of West Lincoln. The study is being completed to
address the need for operational and safety improvements at the intersection.

The study is being completed as a Schedule “C” project in accordance with the Municipal

Class Environmental Assessment (October 2000, amended in 2007, 2011 & 2015), which
is approved under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act.

An Environmental Study Report will be prepared to document the Municipal Class
Environmental Assessment planning and decision-making process and made available
for a minimum of 30-day public review period when the study is complete. A Notice of
Completion will be issued at that stage.

Niagara Region is hosting the first of two Public Information Centres for this study.
Public Information Centre #1 will provide an overview of:

* The problem and opportunities to be addressed

« Existing conditions within the study area

+ Alternative solutions and evaluation criteria considered

* The preliminary preferred solution

Public Information Centre #1 Virtual Information Session

Thursday, March 9, 2023, 6 p.m.

This event will be held online. To participate find the presentation link via the project webpage:
niagararegion.calprojects/regional-road-14/

There will be an opportunity at the end of the presentation to ask questions or submit
comments. The information materials for Public Information Centre #1 will be available
on the project webpage starting March 9, 2023, and comments will be received until
March 30, 2023.

If you have any questions or comments regarding the study, or wish to be added to the
email list for receiving notices, please contact one of the project team members:

Hamed Esmaeeli, P. Eng. Andrew McGregor, MCIP, RPP
Project Manager, Transportation Planning  Consultant Project Manager
Niagara Region R.V. Anderson Associates Ltd.
905-980-6000 ext. 3722 905-685-5049 ext. 4211
hamed.esmaeeli@niagararegion.ca amcgregor@rvanderson.com

Personal information collected or submitted in writing at public meetings will be collected,
used and disclosed by members of Regional Council and Regional staff in accordance
with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. The written
submissions including names, contact information and reports of the public meeting will
be made available. Questions should be referred to the Privacy Office at 905-980-6000
ext. 3779 or FOl@niagararegion.ca.

If you require any accommodations for a disability in order to attend and participate
in meetings or events, please let us know in advance so that arrangements can be
made in a timely manner. Please contact the Accessibility Advisory Coordinator at
905- 980-6000 ext. 3252 or accessibility@niagararegion.ca.

This notice was first issued on Feb. 21, 2023.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Public Information Centre #1

Thirty Road (Regional Road 14) at Young Street
in the Township of West Lincoln Municipal Class
Environmental Assessment

Niagara Region is undertaking a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study for
intersection improvements and potential realignment of Thirty Road (Regional Road
14) at Young Street in the Township of West Lincoln. The study is being completed to
address the need for operational and safety improvements at the intersection.

Grimsby Lincoln News Z4 | Thursday, March 2, 2023 | 52

The study is being completed as a Schedule “C” project in accordance with the Municipal
Class Environmental Assessment (October 2000, amended in 2007, 2011 & 2015), which
is approved under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act.

An Environmental Study Report will be prepared to document the Municipal Class

Environmental Assessment planning and decision-making process and made available

for a minimum of 30-day public review period when the study is complete. A Notice of
Completion will be issued at that stage.
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» Existing conditions within the study area

« Alternative solutions and evaluation criteria considered
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There will be an opportunity at the end of the presentation to ask questions or submit
comments. The information materials for Public Information Centre #1 will be available
on the project webpage starting March 9, 2023, and comments will be received until
March 30, 2023.

If you have any questions or comments regarding the study, or wish to be added to the
email list for receiving notices, please contact one of the project team members:
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Welcome

Public Info
Regional Road 14 (

'mation Centre #1
"hirty Road) at Young Street

Class Enviro
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nmental Assessment

Thursday, March 9, 2023, 6:00 p.m.
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Housekeeping ltems

* When joining the online meeting, attendees will be muted and will not be able to use their
microphones or camera.

* At the end of the presentation, there will be an opportunity to ask questions or submit
comments. Please use the Q&A function to ask questions for the presenters to answer.
Click the Q&A icon [in green] to ask your question.

8% @ @Q @.} Sk ‘! & > |eave ’ v

People Chat Reactions Q&A More Camera Mic Share

* To submit your feedback following the PIC, the presentation materials and an online
comment form are available on the project webpage:

https://www.niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-14/default.aspx
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https://www.niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-14/default.aspx

Presentation Outline

e Study Area and Objectives

* Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) Process

* Project Stakeholders

* Policy and Planning Background

e Existing Conditions

* Problem / Opportunity Statement

e Alternative Solutions and Preliminary Study Recommendations
* Next Steps in the Project

e Question and Answer Period
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Study Area and Objectives

Regional Road 14 (Thirty Road) at Young
Street, in the Township of West Lincoln

* Schedule C Municipal Class Environmental
Assessment & Detailed Transportation
Assessment

e Study objective is to improve multi-modal
traffic operations and road user safety.
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Municipal Class EA Process

This project is classified as a Schedule ‘C’ Municipal Class EA and is subject to Phases 1
through 4 of Municipal Class EA.

4 N N I
DZ:ZE)ep‘!ti'le Al es Phase 3: Phase 4:
P Develop & Eyaluate Alternative Design Prepare
Opportunit Alternative Concepts of Environmental |
o . Solutions Preferred Solution Study Report (ESR) Phase 5:
Statement Implementation
(Design &

Construction)

\ NG /
Commencement ESR Review
N T () (e )

Upon completion of Phase 4 of the study, an Environmental Study Report (ESR) will be
prepared to document the Municipal Class EA planning and decision-making process and made
available for a 30-day public review period. A Notice of Completion will be issued at that stage.
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Project Stakeholders

RESIDENTS & GENERAL
PUBLIC

LOCAL AGENCIES

Niagara Peninsula
Conservation Authority

Local School Boards

MOVING
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INDIGENOUS
COMMUNITIES

PROJECT TEAM
Region of Niagara

R.V. Anderson
Associates Limited
(RVA)

UTILITY
COMPANIES

LOCAL STAKEHOLDERS

Community Groups,
Associations and Clubs

Business Owners

GOVERNMENT & AGENCIES
Township of West Lincoln

Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA)

Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks
(MECP)

Ministry of Natural Resources
& Forestry (MNRF)

Ministry of Multiculturalism
and Citizenship (MCM)



Policy and Planning Background

* Provincial Planning Documents
* A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2020)
* Provincial Policy Statement (2020)
* Greenbelt Plan (2017)

* Regional Planning Documents
* Regional Official Plan (2022)
* Regional Transportation Master Plan (2017)

* Local Planning Documents Policies
 Official Plan of the Township of West Lincoln (Consolidated 2021 )
* Smithville Master Community Plan (Ongoing)

o

Niagara Region Official Plan (2022)
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Existing Conditions - Transportation
 Thirty Road

» Regional Arterial Corridor
* Rural two-lane cross-section
« 26.2m right-of-way

* Posted speeds of 80 km/h (north of reverse curve) and
60 km/h (south of reverse curve)

* Young Street

 Arterial Rural Road

» Two-lane cross-section
e 20m right-of-way

» 80 km/h posted speed

Young Street at Thirty Road — Eastern Leg
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Existing Conditions — Transportation (Continued)

* 14 collisions over last six years

(2017 _ 2022) Right-of-way conflict at Thirty
Insufficient stopping sightline distance Road and Clayson Road
* All-way stop implemented as a due to reverse curve alignment

temporary solution

* Majority of vehicles travelling
north / south along Thirty Road
(anticipated to increase with
Smithville urban boundary
expansion)

* Low east / west volumes along
Young Street not anticipated to

increase significa ntIy Westbound traffic utilizing
Clayson Road as cut-through

MOVING
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Existing Conditions - Natural Environment

Legend
% g Smithvilie Urban Boundary
* Located within the Spring Creek i = il
. y B Environmental Protection Area
subwatershed of Twenty Mile Creek

* Provides direct fish habitat for a warmwater
aquatic community

o Environmental Conservation Area
P Ay thenhalComdots

* ' —— Fish Habitat

* Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority
(NPCA) Regulated

* Lands designated as Environmental
Protection Areas and Greenbelt lands

» Potential Species at Risk (SAR) to be
confirmed prior to construction

|
Schedule 'C-1’ -Natural Heritage System — Township of West Lincoln Official Plan

MOVING
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Existing Conditions — Drainage & Stormwater

* Drainage conveyed by shallow roadside ditches |
with seasonal ponding Ry
* Concrete box culvert north of Young Street Y e "
conveys a tributary of Spring Creek under 7 . e
Thirty Road ) R I———
o N B
e Lands surrounding the Spring Creek tributary ~ s |
. . . Approximate NPCA Regulated Flood Plain
are W|th|n the NPCA regU|ated ﬂOOd p|aln and (Source: NPCA Watershed Explorer ArcGIS Web Map)
experience flooding T — | ii—

M UVI N G Spring Creek Tributary Box Culvert

FORWARD CONNECTING MORE PEOPLE TO MORE POSSIBILITIES Niagara 4/#f Region



Existing Conditions - Cultural Heritage &
Archaeological Resources

Legend

D Study Area

* Undisturbed lands adjacent to the roadway

Archaeological
Portential - Test Pit
exhibit archaeological potential and will require | r—
o . Potential - Pedestrian
a Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment prior to e gy
construction, if impacted [ Avchacoiogica

* Potential Cultural
Heritage Value

* No properties on the Township’s Heritage
Register or designated under the Ontario
Heritage Act

e Barn on the southeast corner of the study area
has potential for cultural heritage value

Map 9 - Stage 2 Recommendations LT L VR a1 6,000

Stage 1 Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Review Findings
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Existing Conditions - Socio-economic Environment

e Agricultural and rural residential land uses Aricultiral Lard Bess

* Niagara Peninsula Tender Fruit and Grape Area ':genPe:;A;ea BAOU"dafies
. . . ecla ro rea
(Specialty Crop Area) and Prime Agricultural Lands P P

I Niagara Escarpment Plan Area &
* Good General Agricultural Lands

B Prime Agricultural Area
e Region Public Works Yard located on northeast
corner of intersection

* Lands south of Young Street designated within
the future Smithville Urban Boundary Expansion

Schedule F - Agricultural Land Base (Niagara Region
Official Plan, 2022)

MOVING
FORWARD

CONNECTING MORE PEOPLE TO MORE POSSIBILITIES Niagara 4J/#/ Region



Existing Conditions — Utilities and
Municipal Services

* High voltage transmission facilities (north side of
road) & local utility poles (both sides)

* Hydro One right of way along south side of Young
Street

* Water and sewer mains along Young Street
provide water / wastewater service to surrounding
area

Hydro One right of way
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Problem / Opportunity Statement

The area of Thirty Road at Young Street and Thirty Road at Clayson Road requires geometric improvements
to address safety issues for all users due to:

* Reverse curve alignment of Thirty Road causing insufficient stopping sightline distance at Young Street
and maneuverability issues for larger farm vehicles and commercial trucks;

* Right-of-way conflict at Thirty Road and Clayson Road;

* Westbound traffic utilizing Clayson Road as a cut-through to avoid Thirty Road at Young Street
intersection

* Lack of pedestrian and cyclist facilities
e Higher vehicle speeds
The Niagara Region is committed to creating a safe, integrated, and environmentally sustainable

transportation system. The Region is taking this opportunity to address the identified road safety and issues
through geometric design and traffic operation improvements.
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Alternative Solutions

1) Do Nothing
2) Intersection Improvements & Close Clayson Road at Northern Terminus

3) Improvements at Clayson Road & Young St Intersections & Close Thirty Road
Segment

4) Realign Thirty Road North of Young Street
5) Extend Clayson Road south of Young Street

MOVING
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Alternative 1: Do Nothing

Intersection remains as is, with no improvements
(prior to all-way stop temporary condition). Required
to be considered as part of the EA planning & design
process.

x Does not address insufficient stopping sightline distance
caused by reverse curve alignment

x Does not address right-of-way conflict at Thirty Road /
Clayson Road

x Does not address westbound traffic utilizing Clayson
Road as cut-through

MOVING
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Alternative 2: Intersection Improvements & @
Close Clayson Road at Northern Terminus

Close Clayson Road and direct traffic to improved Thirty Road
at Young Street intersection i.e., all-way stop, roundabout or
traffic signal (to be confirmed in Phase 3).

Addresses insufficient stopping sight distance caused by reverse N e ]
curve alignment at Young Street / Thirty Road (dependent on % N '
intersection control selected in Phase 3)

Eliminates right-of-way conflict at Thirty Road / Clayson Road
Addresses westbound traffic utilizing Clayson Road as cut-through
N/S traffic flow is maintained

Minimal impact to adjacent lands
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Alternative 3: Improvements at Clayson Road & Young @
Street Intersections & Close Thirty Road Segment

Close north segment of Thirty Road and direct traffic to
Thirty Road at Clayson Road Street intersection.

Eliminates stopping sightline distance issues at Young Street / T s
. &
Thirty Road w o X §
: . : il s
Removes right-of-way conflict at Thirty Road and Clayson Road A @# &
x Minimal-moderate property requirements (to be determined ®%

based on type of intersection control)
x Results in minor delays to N/S traffic flow

x Requires upgrades to Clayson Road and Young Street

MOVING J
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Alternative 4: Realign Thirty Road
North of Young Street

Segment of Thirty Road north of Young Street is closed and
realigned with Clayson Road closed at northern terminus.

Improves stopping sightline distance at Young Street/Thirty Road
Addresses right-of-way conflict at Thirty Road / Clayson Road
Maintains N/S traffic flow

x Impacts watercourse and highly vulnerable aquifer
x Significant property impacts (bisects property north of Young)

x High cost to implement

MOVING :
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Alternative 5: Extend Clayson Road South A)
of Young Street

Clayson Road is extended south of Young Street. Segment of
Thirty Road north of Young Street is closed and Thirty Road is
cul-de-sac’d at southern terminus.

Addresses stopping sightline distance issue at Young Street / Thirty S x X
Road M s

Removes right-of-way conflict at Thirty Road / Clayson Road
Maintains N/S traffic flow

x Significant property impacts including potential cultural heritage
property (farm south of Young and 3049 Thirty Road)

x High cost to implement
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Evaluation of Alternative Solutions - Methodology

Traffic Operations and Safety

Socio-economic Environment

Natural Environment and
Climate Change

Cultural Heritage Resources

Costs

MOVING

ROADS
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Does the alternative improve the safety (sightlines, stopping distance, conflict) of the intersection?
How will the alternative serve the existing and future vehicular (car, truck and farm vehicle),
pedestrian and cycling traffic needs?

What impacts will the alternative have on the local community (e.g., compatibility with current and
planned area land use, impacts on prime agricultural lands, property requirements, access
restrictions, etc.)

How does the alternative affect existing vegetation, floodplain, water quality, fisheries/wildlife and
habitat? Does the alternative address climate change?

Will the alternative affect archaeological, cultural heritage resources or Indigenous communities?

What is the capital cost of the alternative? What is the cost for utility relocations, property
acquisitions, maintenance and operation costs?



Evaluation of Alternative Solutions

Traffic Operations s " Natural Cultural Heritage
Socio-economic )
& Safety Environment Resources

Alternative 1: Do Nothing O 0

Alternative Solutions Costs Evaluation Summary

Not Recommended

Alternative 2: Intersection Improvements & Close
Clayson Road at Northern Terminus . 0

Alternative 3: Improvements at Clayson Rd & Young O 0

St Intersections & Close Thirty Road Segment O Not Recommenced

G | @ | & @
L

Alternative 4: Realign Thirty Road north of Young
Street . 0

O G Not Recommended

Alternative 5: Extend Clayson Road South of Young Not Recommended
S @ o | | O O

Alternative 2) — Intersection Improvements & Close Clayson Road at Northern Terminus is
MUVIm recommended to be carried forward

ROADS
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Summary of Recommendations

* Cul-de-sac Clayson Road at northern terminus and maintain
for local access only (Regional Public Works Yard and local
utilities)

* Direct all traffic to improved Thirty Road at Young Street
intersection

* Type of intersection control for Thirty Road at Young Street =~
(all-way stop, roundabout, traffic signal) to be determinedin =
Phase 3) b
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Next Steps

1. Confirm preferred solution in consideration of feedback received from public
and technical agencies (e.g. Hydro One)

2. Develop & evaluate alternative design concepts to implement the preferred
solution (e.g. intersection control, roadway cross sections)

3. Present preferred design at 2" PIC (Spring / Fall 2023)

4. Prepare and submit Environmental Study Report for 30 Day public review (Fall
2023)

5. Proceed to detailed design and construction (pending Council approval and
budget).

MOVING
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Getting Involved in the Next Steps

Review presentation slides on the Region’s Following this Public Information Centre (PIC),
project webpage the study team will complete the following:
Submit any questions, comments or Develop a PIC Summary to document
suggestions use the online comment form or by the results of this PIC.

contacting the Study’s Project Managers.

Complete studies to collect existing

Request to be added to the Study Contact List condition information for natural,

to receive future notices. socio-economic and cultural
environment.

Visit the Region’s project webpage for study

updates niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-

road-14/

Develop & evaluate alternative
design concepts to implement the
preferred solution

X% << g
111

Attend future Public Information Centre

Host PIC #2 to present the preferred
design concept

MOVING
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https://www.niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-14/default.aspx
https://www.niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-14/default.aspx
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Questions?

Your feedback is important. Your comments will be reviewed and considered as the Study progresses.
To submit questions/comments/suggestions after this PIC, please use the online comment form
available on the project webpage by March 30t

niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-14/

If you have further questions, please contact one of the Study’s Project Managers:

Hamed Esmaeeli, P.Eng. Andrew McGregor, MCIP, RPP
Project Manager, Transportation Planning Consultant Project Manager
Niagara Region R.V. Anderson Associates Limited
905-980-6000 ext. 3722 905-685-5049
hamed.esmaeeli@niagararegion.ca amcgregor@rvanderson.com
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municipality
West Lincoln

subject
Environmental Assessment for Thirty Road (Regional Road 14) and Young Street

comments

Thank you for the presentation last night (March 9). I'd like to add something for your
consideration. | don't like the 4-way stop that is currently in place, however, your future
thoughts of a stop light look like that's where you're going to end up with this project. If that's
the case, I'd like you to consider putting sensors in the road so that it isn't just on a timer.
There is nothing more irritating than sitting at a red light with no one approaching. They
have one at the corner of 12 Grimsby Rd. and Hwy 20. That stoplight works well and makes
sense for traffic in both directions. If a roundabout is going to be your choice, | hope that it is
better designed than what has been installed on Hwy 20 currently. You can see the tire
tracks over the curbing from trucks since it hasn't been made properly to accommodate the
large trucks that use that road so it is more of a hazard than what previously existed. Thank
you for the opportunity to state my opinion.

reply
yes

Page Referrer
https://niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-14/

o help protect your prvacy.
Nogara Region Logo

The Regional Municipality of Niagara Confidentiality Notice The information contained in this communication including
any attachments may be confidential, is intended only for the use of the recipient(s) named above, and may be legally
privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, disclosure, or copying of this communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please re-send this communication to the sender and permanently delete the
original and any copy of it from your computer system. Thank you.


https://niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-14

Sent from my iPhone



Date Submitted

Check the box that best
applies to you.

Do you have any comments on the problem and opportunity
statement as presented?

Do you have any comments on the preliminary preferred solution as
presented?

Do you have any other comments about the study / study area or
other materials presented?

2023-03-10 13:45

Resident living outside the
study area

Regrettably could not attend presentation but have
previewed presentation posted. This problem has existed for
avery long time...have used this intersection multiple times
weekly for 44 years. | live on a road near by that | believe is
impacted by traffic because people try to avoid this
intersection. The opening of Industrial park road has made
matters worse because people are using Clayson Rd to get to
Industrial Park Rd from thirty road and rarely slow or yield
exiting from Thirty to Clayson, surprised there has not been
more accidents. Using Clayson to enter 30 Rd. is equally
hazardous as it is not easy to see traffic coming out of
Smithville.

My opinion is that the stop signs installed recently are at least 30 years too
late if not 44! Have used them more and more recently...they are safe and to
a degree, reassuring...Like the intersection at Mud and 30 | think you still
have to watch people running them and that would go for lights too.
Basically what | am saying is | agree with your preferred option #2...it has the
least amount of impact on the area and farm land...the least costly of the
options and the most logical. |1 am really happy with the way the intersection
works now with the 4 way stop...would a light be better??... not sure. The
only advantage to the light would be the visibility approaching from the east
during the sunset hours...Stop sign should definately have a flashing
component . In any event since Young st. is Smithville's northern boundary a
stop sign or light at this intersection is inevitable as it develops even if your
went to the trouble and expense of appropriating lands for a modified
curve...you will basically wind up where you are TODAY...with a 4-way stop or
light. From a safety standpoint closing Clayson Rd is a must...stops the south
bound cars from darting across on-comminig traffic on 30Rd and people
taking a chance exiting Clayson onto 30 north. Except for Clayson Rd | am
happy with the way the 4-Way stop is working now. Trucks would likely
appreciate some better turning clearances at the existing intersection so do
consider that...maybe provide a right turning lane on Young where it meets
30 from the east Thanks.

While | did not attend on line the material provided was great...clear
concise and well put together, | am pleased with what | have seen.
Looking at all the options you have proposed | am very concerned at
the potential cost that could be incurred with some of these options. |
am sure people will no doubt complain about having to stop...just keep
in mind this is a 60KPH stretch of road in a growing urban setting not
an open highway. the stop signs or lights is the logical short and long
term solution. Do the right thing!

2023-03-29 21:35

Resident living in the study
area

As a lifelong nearby resident, | agree that this intersection has
had visibility problems ever since | can remember. | was a
student on a school bus accident at that intersection in the
early 1970's. The concept of a 4 way stop should have been
considered many years ago. It is now a far safer intersection
for all motorists. Clayson Road has been labeled as a "cut-
through" making it almost sound like motorists using it are
breaking the law. Quite simply, Clayson Road is used by traffic
because it is a maintained road and offered better visibility
and safety. Turning north on Thirty Road from westbound
Young Street or turning east on Young street from
southbound Thirty Road is very difficult due to the angle of
the main intersection. The biggest problem with safety at the
intersection of Clayson Road and Thirty Road is the angle at
which those 2 roads meet causing visibility issues looking
south over your shoulder toward the main intersection.

| feel that Alternative 2 is the most favorable for a preferred solution but |
don't feel that the intersection of Thirty Road and Young Street can be
properly realigned without some property acquisition to the north of the
intersection. This may require the road to be relocated to the west of at least
one of the hydro towers currently along the west side of Thirty Road just
north of the intersection. This is, and will continue to be a truck route area
for trucks servicing the industrial park as well as trucks hauling aggregate
westward and northward from this intersection. Truck and small vehicle
traffic will definitely increase as the Town of Smithville expands and quarry
operations continue to expand at the 2 quarries approx 4 km east of this site.
If this is not rebuilt to handle the truck traffic properly, this traffic will migrate
to roads where they may be unwanted.

From the presentation and discussion at this meeting, | don't believe
that enough work has been done to properly identify current and
future traffic use and habits in this area. Traffic flow at this intersection
should also include the future possibility of the eventual construction
of an escarpment crossing and how it will feed into or connect with
local roads. | believe that the current 4 way stop could be made
permanent at this time and a relatively inexpensive realignment of the
intersection of Clayson Road at Thirty Road (initially proposed approx
20 years ago to handle increased traffic from the Industrial Park Road
extension to Young Street) to improve site lines would be prudent at
this time and more extensive and well planned improvements could be
made in the coming years once the Niagara Region finalizes plans for
an escarpment crossing and Smithville bypass route. Once these
improvement projects are finalized, a more comprehensive and
permanent intersection improvement could be designed and
completed. | am a lifelong resident living nearby to this intersection
and am very familiar with it's operation over many decades. Our family
has also owned and operated a local trucking business for many
decades heavily involved in the transportation of aggregates in this
area. | would welcome and available for the opportunity to further
discuss my thoughts on future improvements for this intersection if
desired. | request to be informed regarding future
meetings/developments regarding this project. Contact information
supplied on the first page of the comment form.




municipality
West Lincoln

subject
Environmental Assessment for Thirty Road (Regional Road 14) and Young Street

comments

My first question is, how many accidents in the last 10 years have occured within 600
meters of the intersection of Young St and Thirty Rd? My next question, does making the
intersection into a 4 way stop not alleviate the problems, especially with the sight lines to the
north, if you are approaching from the east? | drive a dump truck, and haul mostly out of
Nelson Aggregates. Approaching from the east, this intersection was problematic, because
of the problems with line of sight to the north. The 4 way stop eliminated the problem, in my
opinion, and also many others who haul out of there. It also slows traffic down coming into
Smithville, because everyone has to stop. I live on Station St., and have noticed an
improvement in the speeds of vehicles coming into the urban area.

reply
yes

Page Referrer
https://niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-14/default.aspx

o help protect your prvacy.
Nogara Region Logo
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Thank you for this clarification. | have also cc'd two more people in this response that should provide
input. This intersection has existed many years in its present configuration. It would be good to have
our team provide input into this EA and how it could impact the work that we are working on.

Kind Regards,

From: Hamed.Esmaeeli@niagararegion.ca
Sent: February 27, 2023 10:40 a.m.

Please note that the main objective of the EA for Regional Road 14 (Thirty Road) at Young Street is
for geometric improvements to address road safety issues at the intersection due to the reverse
curve alignment of Thirty Road, causing insufficient stopping sightline distance at Young Street. The
EA will evaluate alternatives to improve road alignment and intersection operation. The scope of this
EA is limited to only intersection improvements.

Niagara Region will still undertake the Smithville By-Pass EA, which is a more comprehensive and
broader study area, to evaluate potential bypass corridors.

Best regards,
Hamed Esmaeeli, P.Eng., PhD |Project Manager, Transportation Planning

hamed.esmaeeli@niagararegion.ca | Direct: 905-980-6000 Ext: 3722
Transportation Systems & Planning, Public Works, Niagara Region, 1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, Thorold, ON

_Nia_g_ara /_fileg_ion_
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CAUTION EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the Niagara Region email system. Use caution

when clicking links or opening attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good Morning,

| represent a number of landowners in Smithville who have been heavily involved in financing the urban
boundary expansion of SMithville that has been approved by the province and is in the process of being
approved by the Region and the Township.

It has come to my attention through the local paper that the Region is embarking on an EA on an intersection
and roads that concern us. One of the undertakings in the Smithville UBE is determining a bypass for the
Town. Young Stas a possible route for that bypass has regularly come up and has been endorsed by various
politicians. | would hope that the Region is not contemplating doing this EA outside of an EA that would
determine the location of that bypass. This may very well affect this effort and make it redundant to do this at
this time.

As landowners we have spent approx $3 million on the UBE effort and to see this work being duplicated here
in this EA does not make sense. A waste of taxpayers money?

Kind Regards,

The Regional Municipality of Niagara Confidentiality Notice The information contained in this communication
including any attachments may be confidential, is intended only for the use of the recipient(s) named above,
and may be legally privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution, disclosure, or copying of this communication, or any of its
contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please re-send this
communication to the sender and permanently delete the original and any copy of it from your computer
system. Thank you.



Connor Maclsaac

From: Andrew McGregor

Sent: March 15, 2023 4:53 PM

To: Connor Maclsaac

Subject: Fwd: PIC for regional rd 14 & Young st Smithville
Get Outlook for Android

From: Esmaeeli, Hamed <Hamed.Esmaeeli@niagararegion.ca>

Sent: Wednesday, March 15, 2023 3:57:42 PM

To: Albert Witteveen <albert.witteveen4@gmail.com>

Cc: Tassone, Frank <frank.tassone@niagararegion.ca>; Fraser, Scott <Scott.Fraser@niagararegion.ca>; Elmadhoon,
Maged <Maged.Elmadhoon@niagararegion.ca>; Andrew McGregor <AMcGregor@rvanderson.com>

Subject: RE: PIC for regional rd 14 & Young st Smithville

[CAUTION EXTERNAL EMAIL] Make Sure that it is legitimate before Replying or Clicking on any links
Afternoon Councillor Witteveen,
Thank you for taking the time to reach out regarding the recent PIC #1 for the Thirty Rd (RR14) - Young St. EA.

As you correctly point out, this intersection was recently upgraded to an all-way stop (November 2022). This change was
made as the frequency of collisions has continued to persist since the original warrant evaluation back in ~2019. While
it is obviously early-days and longer-term evaluation is still required, the all-way stop does appear to be an early safety
improvement, and we're glad to hear that you've heard the same perspective from residents.

The core purpose of the EA is to examine what, if any, additional safety improvements can also be made beyond the
provision of the all-way stop. At PIC #1, we examined the potential options for realignment of the road network -
recommending that given the constraints (not least of which are the hydro poles) that we would not carry forward any
significant realignment of Thirty Rd or Young St.

The next phase of the EA will be to evaluate alternatives for the intersection itself (i.e., maintain the all-way stop,
signalize, and roundabout) and recommend any changes that can be made to improve sightlines and the safety of the
existing approaches. Those alternatives will be presented at the next PIC - anticipated for Q3 of this year - and we will
be sure to pass on the invite as soon as a date and time are set.

Any improvements recommended through the EA will be subject to future budgets as they are not incorporated within
our 10-year capital forecast. Accordingly, | would currently anticipate, and subject to the full results of the EA, that the
all-way stop will remain in place for the near and medium term. We will continue to monitor operations and then move
forward with the recommendations of the EA if the current all-way stop be shown not to have addressed or reduced the
frequency of collisions.

Best regards,

Hamed Esmaeeli, P.Eng., PhD |Project Manager, Transportation Planning
hamed.esmaeeli@niagararegion.ca | Direct: 905-980-6000 Ext: 3722

1


mailto:hamed.esmaeeli@niagararegion.ca
mailto:AMcGregor@rvanderson.com
mailto:Maged.Elmadhoon@niagararegion.ca
mailto:Scott.Fraser@niagararegion.ca
mailto:frank.tassone@niagararegion.ca
mailto:albert.witteveen4@gmail.com
mailto:Hamed.Esmaeeli@niagararegion.ca

Transportation Systems & Planning, Public Works, Niagara Region, 1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, Thorold, ON

From: Albert Witteveen <albert.witteveen4@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2023 3:50 PM

To: amcgregor@rvanderson.com

Cc: Esmaeeli, Hamed <Hamed.Esmaeeli@niagararegion.ca>
Subject: PIC for regional rd 14 & Young st Smithville

CAUTION EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the Niagara Region email system. Use caution when
clicking links or opening attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Andrew and Hamed,

I was unable to attend the open house that you hosted on March 9th. | just wanted to add some comments into the
record.

First of all | have been a long time resident of West Lincoln ( 1978) and | did own and operate a poultry farm
on Regional #12 adjacent to Young st.

| have served a municipal councillor from 2000-2006 and presently on my second term as a Regional councillor
representing West Lincoln.

So with that information | am very familiar with the challenges of this intersection at Young and 14. | also watched as
the transmission towers were installed along the roadway which definitely limits future options for realignment.

In the past term of council | was advocating for a 4 way stop in the short term at this intersection but was told it was not
warranted. | was told this by the past director of Transportation. Then miraculously this past November 2022, the
regions transportation division installed the 2 other stop signs making this into a 4 way stop.

Numerous residences were joyous of this initiative as now it has become a safe intersection for traveling through. So |
think we have found our solution to making this intersection safe today and as our community grows into the future.

| understand this EA process was to discover alternative ways to make this unique roadway safe for travellers at all
points of this intersection.

| look forward to the next PIC in which hopefully | can participate in.

Warmest Regards,
Albert Witteveen

The Regional Municipality of Niagara Confidentiality Notice The information contained in this communication including
any attachments may be confidential, is intended only for the use of the recipient(s) named above, and may be legally
privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, disclosure, or copying of this communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please re-send this communication to the sender and permanently delete the
original and copy of it from your computer system. Thank you.
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